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Christ Is Risen!  

 I hope you all had a wonderful Easter season. The six weeks of Lent, the Maundy Thursday 

Tenebrae service, and Sunrise and Easter Sunday services were wonderful, and I am very pleased 

with the first Easter season we have spent together. I would like to thank all who helped to make the 

season meaningful, including those who prepared soup for Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday, 

our choirs, our Confirmation Class members, the Diaconate Members and Greeters, those who 

volunteered to read at the Sunrise Service and prayed the rain away..etc. I couldn’t help but notice 

when many people approached me as they had attended a first service here or were returning. What 

wonderful conversations filled with the Spirit! 

    May does not get any slower for us.  

- On May 5th, ten young people have made the decision to affirm their Baptismal vows, taken by 

their parents, now accepting Christ as their Lord and Savior in the Rite of Confirmation.  

- May 12th brings a Mother’s Day celebration, including a collection of Diapers for area Social 

Service agencies.  

- May 19th brings New Member Sunday and our Annual Meeting   

- May 26th we honor our Veterans in a special Memorial Day service. 



  You see, our spiritual practices take many different forms, including our youngest to our most 

seasoned members. Our God is inclusive in the love that is offered, and our practice takes on many 

dimensions. We are called to live out our lives in faithful community with one another, Jesus says 

when one or two are gathered in his name, the Christ presence is there too. Community is an 

essential part of our faith lives, it is in loving one another, supporting one another, serving one 

another, worshiping together, and learning together that we grow in our faith journeys. Jesus calls us 

to love one another as he loves us. 

Join us and be a year-round “Easter-people”. 

RB 
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Thank you all for your time and presence during our thoughtful, prayerful season of Lent. All of us are 

grateful for the wonderful services we shared over Holy Week and Easter Sunday. As we move 

forward, let’s keep walking together in the light of Faith and Trust we share in Jesus Christ, our 

Brother and Savior. He is risen indeed. He is with us. 

Even in the Easter season, I know health and life concerns for your family and friends continue. Home 

visits are often a blessing for some of our dear loved ones. I am here for you and for all those who 

might be ready for a visit or a call. Just let me know. 

 I’ve shared before my appreciation for the wisdom of Mr. Rogers.  Here’s what he had to say on the 

topic: 

 “We get so wrapped up in numbers in our society. The most important thing is that we are able to be 

one-to-one, you and I with each other at the moment. If we can be present to the moment with the 

person that we happen to be with, that's what's important.” 

 Blessings to you all, 

 Rev. John 

 

 

MAY 5th CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
We welcome our 2019 Confirmation Class on May 5th during our Worship Service. 

After 8 months of study and conversation, the members of the class have confirmed 

their desire to assume the responsibility of the promises made by their parents on 

their behalf at their Baptism, and now will profess their own belief in Jesus Christ. 

Congratulations to all our newest Confirmands. 

 

John Ryan Auth    Child of Kathleen and John Auth 

Jack Michael Edwards      Child of Heather and John Edwards  

Welles Alden Holbrook        Child of Amy and Guy Holbrook 

Matthew David Hutton         Child of Su and David Hutton 

Gregory John Kania          Child of Angelique and Rob Kania 

Chatham Cadence Morton   Child of Joanne and John Morton 

Miles Robert Sampson         Child of Madeleine and Bradford Sampson 

Addison Marino Thawley       Child of Gina and Drew Thawley 

William Bennett Trevisan     Child of Tanya and Jon Trevisan 

Harrison Hession Vose         Child of Margie and David Vose 



 

What a beautiful month April was!  Although it was cold outside, there was warmth and activity 

in our church!   

We had great attendance for all three of our youth group gatherings…  

• The High Schoolers jumped their stress away at SkyZone,  

• the Middle Schoolers watched the movie “The Whale Rider” and learned what it means to 

be part of a spiritual community,  

• and our Genesis group watched “Inside Out” and learned that expressing feelings, even 

sadness, is all a part of being human! 

Our Confirmands heard from six people who shared their faith journeys.  They also learned that 

by using one’s natural gifts and affinities, there are ample ways one can “be the church.”  Many 

thanks to Drew Thawley, Greg Hunter, Laura Hay, Sue Bradford, Lindy Keay and Janet Ritch for 

sharing their time and faith with our youth. 

Our Palm Sunday service had thirty children in attendance waving their palms and calling out 

“Hosanna!”   

Our May calendar has some important and beautiful events to look forward to! 

Saturday, May 4 from 10:00 -12:00, Middle School Youth Group 

Sunday, May 5 – Confirmation service at 10:00!  

Many thanks to the mentors who helped guide our Confirmands through the 
Confirmation process:  Doug Backlund, Marty Fuchs, Patti MacLennan, Dan Arkema,  
Tom Brayer, Alex Hay, Sue Bradford Kathleen Auth and Tanya Trevisan. 

 

Monday, May 6 @ 7:00 – CE meeting 

Thursday, May 16 from 11:30 – 1:30, Genesis Youth Group (half-day) 

Saturday, May 25 - HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP CAR WASH FUNDRAISER! 

Final reflection: 

Listening to the faith journeys of the six adults who shared their stories with our Confirmands 

was very powerful.   I was amazed to hear what brings people to God.  What became very 

evident while listening to them is that God calls people at different times, in different ways.  

For some, it’s a slow, gradual process. For others, it is a more definitive moment.  Either way, 



what also became apparent is that being part of a community at Pilgrim Church is an 

important part of their connection with God.  On this account, I can certainly relate…. I 

remember the day Rob, Alex and I were so warmly welcomed here when we visited for the first 

time, twenty years ago.  (Nicholas was welcomed six months later when he was born, and 

Gregory three and a half years after that!) That “family of God” feeling has continued to this 

day.  Now, my faith and ability to see God has only deepened – through the bright and lively 

personalities of our young children, to the introspective, thoughtful and sometimes angsty 

adolescents; through the adults who volunteer their time to teach and chaperone, to the 

adults who prepare a special table every Sunday with food and drink for our youth.  God is very 

much alive and present in this congregation.  What a beautiful faith we share together.  For 

this, I give thanks. 

~ Angelique Kania 

 

 

 

    Save the Date ~ Saturday, May 25th 

                 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser ~ Car Wash 

             in the church parking lot 
 

 

 

 

 

Koinonia will meet at the church on Monday,  

May 13th from 2:00-4:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The date for Pilgrim Church 2019 Annual Meeting has been set for Sunday,  

May 19th.  All boards and committee chairs need to submit their reports to Melissa 

no later than Monday, May 6th.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact 

the church office.  office@uccduxbury.org 

 

 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 
In accordance with Article III, Section E.1 of the By-laws of Pilgrim 

Church, the Annual Meeting of the congregation will be held on 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 following the worship service. The agenda 

includes a review of annual reports and approval of new 

committee member/officers.    

 

 

  
 

Your Deacons are excited to move into the next 

"church year" by welcoming several new 

deacons.  However, we also must say goodbye with 

heavy hearts to two deacons whose terms are 

ending.  Amy Holbrook and Gwynne Zisko have 

contributed significantly to the growth and development of our "radical hospitality" theme.  They have 

each worked to provide our church community with the sense of family, connection and caring that 

Pilgrim Church is known for.  We thank them for their commitment and dedication to our team! 

 

 

 JOIN US FOR ~ FLOWERS & FUN ~  
      Saturday, May 18th 9:30am 
Do you know how to tell if a cut rose is fresh or how to fluff a 
carnation? Come and find out at a flower workshop on May 18th. 

The Flower Committee would like you to join us for fellowship and 
flower arranging demonstrations. This is a great opportunity to 

learn techniques and helpful tips that will enhance your own home 
arrangements. We will gather at 9:30 for coffee and refreshments in 
the vestry and the demonstrations will begin at 10:00. Please RSVP (email Lindy Keay - 

rlkeay@outlook.com) if you plan to attend so we can accommodate everyone. Bring a friend 
and have some fun. We’ll look forward to seeing you there!  
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Pine Street Inn 

May is the last time we will be serving at Pine Street until we begin again in September.  I am happy 

to report I have enough people to go in May.  But I would be glad to sign any of you up for 

September.  Just let me know. 

Everyone has been so wonderful about signing up and trekking in to Boston. Also, many persons 

whom I do not even know have baked cookies or provided treats to be taken in to Boston.  It means 

so much to the guests who go to Pine Street, and I thank you.  I would also like to thank the following 

persons who have volunteered since September; sometimes these individuals went more than one 

month. If you have any questions about Pine Street,  

I would suggest you talk to them, ask them why they go.  I think you would hear some interesting 

stories. 

Thank you, 

Sandy Bondlow (sbondlow@gmail.com) 

Thank you to our volunteers: 

Dwight and Lucy Shepard     Jean and Scotty Robinson 

Lisa Shepard and Heather Herman  Lindy Keay 

Gordie and Sue MacEwan    John and Belinda MacClaren 

Don and Lynn DeHart    Michael Barry 

Ron and Sandy Bondlow    Joanne Morton 

The Backlund family    Chatham Morton 

Rev. John Brink & Betsy     Mary Breidenthal 

Valerie Gresh     Patty MacLennan 

Nancy Wadsworth     Marty Fuchs and Welles Holbrook 

Helen Barrow      

May God continue to bless this ministry and all who serve. 

Have a great summer. 
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  MOTHERS DAY SPECIAL DIAPER COLLECTION 

On May 12th we will be honoring our Mothers with a special Mother’s Day 

Worship service and a special collection of diapers to be distributed to local 

social service organizations. Diapers are an expense that is not covered by 

most funding and one of the most desired items new mothers seek at local 

agencies. Please consider donating a package to honor your Moms!   

Collecting now thru Mother’s Day!  All sizes needed!   

 

Pilgrim’s Pantry 

We serve our own community by helping our neighbors in need the last Saturday of the month, 

year-round.  We need to restock our pantry every month, please consider donating ~ our help is 

very much appreciated. 

    Pilgrim’s Pantry needs the following items: 
• Peanut Butter      
• Canned Vegetables 
• Canned Fruit 
• Canned Soup 
• Tuna 
• Beef Stew 
• Canned Chicken 
• Fruit Juice 
• Pasta 
• Pasta Sauce 

*Plastic containers preferred; no dented or expired items, please.  Thank you for your continued 
support! 

 

Fair Trade News 
  

It all begins with farmers! Equal Exchange, who partners with the 
United Church of Christ to help small-scale farmers, was started by 3 
friends in 1986 who saw a need and wanted to help. Today they are a 
worker-owned co-operative with over 110 worker-owners. Equal 
Exchange develops partnerships with farmer co-operatives around the 
world to help make “healthier, stronger, and more sustainable 
communities”.  When you purchase Fair Trade products it helps EE 
provide farmers with pre-harvest credit and financing during off 
seasons along with funding projects like new schools, roads, clean 
water, health care, and agricultural equipment. In Equal Exchanges 
words, “support of farmer-led co-operatives promotes democratic 

organization, empowers women in leadership positions and as business owners and encourages 
economic development around the world. These practices promote prosperity and development, and 
we know that strong farmers mean strong farms — and a better world for all of us to live in.” 
 

Visit the Fair Trade table in the Vestry after worship on May 19. We will be there with coffee, tea, 

chocolates, olive oil, almonds, and cashews. In purchasing you receive a quality organic product 
while helping to build sustainable incomes, successful businesses, and thriving communities. It’s a 

Win-Win!    

~ The Fair Trade Ministry Team 



                                            Pilgrim Child Care & Preschool (PCCP) 

 June 2019 will mark the end of PCCP's 22nd school year and 

the annual PreK graduation will be held as we celebrate 

the 28 children who will be off to Kindergarten in the 

Fall.  In the meantime, PCCP's 9 classrooms are enjoying 

Spring activities. The Toddler, Preschool, and PreK programs 

maintain a high-quality status using developmentally 

appropriate activities and ongoing exposure to Spanish, Music, and Fitness enrichment classes. The 

school maintains above standard reviews for both the State EEC licensing and National NAEYC 

accreditation.  

There are still just a few openings for Toddlers, Preschool, and PreK for the 2019 Summer 

program (which runs June 24-August 23). The Summer program provides all of the quality activities 

as well as additional onsite activities, performers, and even field trips for the 4-year old classes. These 

include the Kingsbury Club and DBMS for the older classes.  

Interested families can contact Michelle Kelly via 781-934-8145, ext 211 or 

email: Michelle@PCCPduxbury.org  

We'd like to wish a very Happy Mothers Day to all of the Mothers in the Pilgrim Church family and 

best wishes for a safe and glorious month of May to all. 

Best wishes,  

The PCCP Board of Directors & Staff Team 

www.pccpduxbury.org 

 
 

To: Friends in ONA Churches 
From: The Open and Affirming Ministry Team of the Mass Conference 
Boston Pride 2019: Looking Back, Loving Forward 

We invite you to march with the Mass Conference ONA churches in Boston 
Pride in the 49th annual Boston 
Pride on Saturday, June 8, 2018. Spectators enjoy cheering for our marching 

group, with our 100 participants, rhythm instruments, chanting and dancing.  Our message of Extravagant 
Welcome for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions is always well-
received. Our presence makes a real difference.  To march with the UCC group, you DO NOT need to register 
with Boston Pride or pay a fee. Our ONA Ministry Team registers all the ONA churches as a group. We are 
many churches but are considered one marching delegation. This is a real cost savings for each church. 
BANNER 
Our delegation is allowed 1 large parade banner. We also provide each ONA church a small, professional sign 
bearing the name of the church. Please do not bring your church banner.  Individual church banners are not 
allowed, since each banner constitutes a marching group. 

If there are members of Pilgrim Church interested in participating in this parade, please let Lucy Shepard 
know. (sheplg@comcast.net)  
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Senior Choir: 

 The Senior Choir continues in its Ministry of Song during the month of May. May 5 they will sing for 

the special service of Confirmation and Communion, May 19 they sing to welcome New Members and May 26 

they sing to celebrate Memorial Weekend. New singers are always welcome to come and lift their voices to 

God in Praise!  
 

Summer Talent: 

 Start thinking about sharing your musical talents over the Summer.  Watch for the flyers and the sign-up 

sheet to provide special music the last 2 Sundays in June and all of July and August, while the Choir is on 

Summer break.  The music specials will take the place of the Choir or Bell Ringers anthem during the worship 

service.  All are welcome: vocalists, instrumentalists, interpretive dancers (solo, duet, trio, or ensemble).  Come 

and Praise the Lord!  
 

Bell Choir: 

 The Bell Choir is moving from the 3rd Sunday to the 2nd Sunday in May to celebrate Mother's Day. 

Please come and listen as they serenade our Moms and praise God with beautiful music. This will be the last 

Sunday to hear them until October. They will be enjoying some time off for rest and relaxation! 

 

The Wesley Bell Ringers Coming to Pilgrim 
The Wesley Bell Ringers will be presenting a concert here 

at Pilgrim Church at 7:00 pm Sunday, June 16. The Wesley 

Bell Ringers are one of the premier youth hand bell choirs in 

the United States.  They are sponsored by Christ United 

Methodist Church in Salt Lake City, Utah.  The Choir 

performs throughout Northern Utah during the Christmas 

season, and each summer travels across North America 

sharing their beautiful music. For over 50 years The Wesley 

Bell Ringers have been empowering youth through music and 

spreading their message of serving with love.  
 

 

Their last performance in Duxbury was in 2014, and I was lucky to be a member of the Choir at the time. The 

Choir still looks back fondly at the gracious welcome from Pilgrim Church and is excited to perform for the 

church again. This year there will be 16 young ringers and 6 chaperones. The Church will be providing a pot 

luck dinner prior to the concert. The Music Board is looking for families to help with meals and to host the 

ringers overnight. The performers must be housed in at groups of at least two, but families are welcome to take 

more ringers. Chaperones may be placed anywhere. Host families are also asked to return the ringers back to the 

church for a breakfast prior to departure the morning of June 17.  If you would like to help with meals or host 

performers, please contact Polly Hare (pollyhare@comcast.net) or Lynn Dehart (lynndehart@gmail.com).    

~ Timothy Hare (Grandson of Polly and Lynne) 

Watch for upcoming publicity and flyers, and please give the Ringers a warm welcome as they return. 
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Blackington Scholarship: 

The Frank Blackington Music Arts Scholarship applications are available. 

To be eligible you must be a high school senior, be involved in the music arts, 

such as voice, instrument, dance, theater, etc. and be an active participant in Pilgrim Church. 
 

Applications are available in Fellowship Hall/Vestry or the hallway of the church office.  
 

All applications must be received in the church office by this Sunday, May 5th.  

Email:  office@uccduxbury.org; Mail: P.O. Box 186, Duxbury, MA 02331; Drop it off at the church office.  The 

scholarship winner will be chosen in May with the winner being announced at Sunday worship in June. 
 

**If you are interested in contributing the Frank Blackington Scholarship Fund, simply put Blackington 

Scholarship on the memo notation on your check. It can be mailed to the church, P.O. Box 186, Duxbury, MA 

02331 or put it in the offering plate on Sundays. 
 

Marcia  

Marcia Ritschard-Sell, Interim Choir Director/Organist 

 

    

        Sunday, May 12th  

Happy Mother’s Day to all the 
Mothers in Pilgrim Church!  
 

 

 

   May 

1 Lynn DeHart & Elizabeth Barry  13 Geoff DeWolf 

3 Kay Drake     14 Rod Clark  

4 Helen Barrow    20 Will Trevisan 

8 Rob Kania     30 Eli Estey 

11  Carol Warrington 
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Praise and Prayer List 

People listed below need our continued prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church 

members.  Please call the church office if you have a name you would like to add.  Names are usually listed for 

two weeks unless we are notified otherwise. 

   

 Prayers of Healing   

  Laurie W.                         Bob W.                             Baby Georgia  Tom Brayer 

  Emma                              Tilda Baldwin             Jeff Wilcox   Martha 

  Jill Bostder         Patrick                              Chuck Heiser  Jim Grim 

  Katy Kendall         Roger Vanderwater Bob Merry  Tierney H. 

   

Prayers of comfort and solace to the family and friends of Sue Mangione, a beloved member of Pilgrim Church.             

   

                                                                               Prayer 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill.  Bless all means 

used for their recovery.  Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength, 

we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

    

Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country 

David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp, Holden Clapp 

Jeff Warrington, Brian Kelley, Andrew Shea, Andrew Poucher 
                      

We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who 

serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries. We pray 

for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters 

in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and 

for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all. 

 

The healing prayer ministry group welcomes your prayer requests.  Prayer request cards are available in the pews and in 

the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box in the narthex or in the Sunday offering plate.  Each week a 

member of the prayer group will take the cards and pray faithfully for your concerns, following your directions as 

indicated on the front of the card, holding concerns in confidentiality.   

 

 



 


