Pilgrim’s Progress
March 2019

After this usually non-white winter, (jinx) the Season of Lent is upon us as we journey towards
spring.
This Lenten Journey begins on Shrove Tuesday, March 5th, with a Pancake Feast and then Ash
Wednesday, March 6th, with a Worship Service that leads us on a road of reflection and faith through
Easter.
Ask my kids, and they will tell you when I would drive on vacation, I would never admit that I did
not know where I was going, and if I was lost, I would just keep driving until I figured it out.
Remember this AAA Maps we used to get? This was pre- GPS days, but that wouldn’t have stopped
my journey. But there were times when I should have used a road map.
Scripture often uses the metaphor of a journey or road to help us understand our lives of faith,
journeys that Jesus and his disciples took to give us insight into our own journey;
- The Road to Damascus, where Paul’s life was given new direction.
- The Road in the Wilderness, on which Jesus fasted and prayed when confronted with Temptation
after his baptism, cementing his commitment to ministry among Gods people.
- The Road Home, for the Prodigal Son and his journey outward into the world only to be humbled
and led back to the loving arms of his Father.
- The Road to Jerusalem, on which Peter became a stumbling block to Jesus, constantly questioning
and baffling Jesus with his choices.

- The Road to Jericho, on which we meet the "Good Samaritan," who serves as an example for God's
people. The Bethany Road, leading to the home of Mary and Martha and the funeral of their brother
Lazarus.
- The Road to Gethsemane that led to our understanding of the difficult choices that Jesus made,
and calls us to live beyond our fears.
- And the Road to Calvary which leads to the confrontation of evil and our call as God's people to
take up our cross as Jesus did.
You will not find any of these roads on your Google GPS, but they are as real as your faith is, roads
that are crucial to understand as your faith grows and is challenged. We confront the real struggles
God's people endure.
So, walk with us as we journey together to consider where our own roads, our own journeys of
faith, are leading us. All of this to better prepare us for Easter and the celebration of Jesus'
resurrection - and our own to new life. Please join us in our Lenten Journey!
RB

As I mentioned in my Wednesday 2/27 email message, my wife
Betsy’s parents are traveling some rough roads these days. Most
recently, Betsy’s dad landed in the hospital on Sunday after a
second fall in three weeks. When Betsy called the case manager at Rose Court at
Linden Ponds to start the process of planning for Ted’s hopeful release to rehab there, the case
manager said, “Yes, I hadn’t seen your dad coming over to lunch with your mom. He always says
hello on his way by my office. Plus, my teenage sons work as servers in the Derby Clubhouse dining
hall and came home Friday night telling me, ‘Mom, Mr. Baldwin fell in the dining hall tonight, and he
refused to go to the E.R.’ She assured her sons, ‘Don’t worry – Mr. Baldwin’s family will get him
there.’” This story reminds me of the power of community like the one we share here at Pilgrim
Church. Nothing spectacular or astonishing, just folks watching out and caring for one another.
Thomas Merton has long been a source of prayerful meditation for me and many of you as well. I
offer you this gentle prayer of Merton’s to help us begin our days with love and trust in a Creator God
who draws us even closer when the road gets rough – and to remind us to lean on our communities,
wherever we find them.

My only desire is to give myself completely to the action of this infinite love, Who is God, Who
demands to transform me into Himself secretly, darkly, in simplicity, in a way that has no drama
about it and is infinitely beyond everything spectacular and astonishing, so is its significance and its
power.
Peace and blessings to you all as we move into March, secure in the love of God with us on our life
journeys.
Rev. John

REVEREND BILLS INSTALLATION
Join us on March 10th at 4 PM for the Service of Installation of
Rev Bill as the Pastor of the Pilgrim Church of Duxbury United Church
of Christ.
Installation is the action of Associations or Conferences in cooperation with local churches and on
behalf of the whole United Church of Christ. Installation confirms and celebrates the covenantal
relationship among local churches, pastors and ministers, and the United Church of Christ.
Installation is a sign that these covenantal partners are committed to share mutually in the mission of
the United Church of Christ and of the ecumenical Church.
Representatives of our church, the Pilgrim Association and the Massachusetts Conference of the
United Church of Christ are participating with special music and guests, followed by a reception in the
Fellowship Hall. Please make every effort to attend this very special service of our church!
ABOUT INSTALLATIONS http://www.ucc.org/into_the_mystic_installation
From UCC President and General Minister Rev. John C. Dorhauer,
“There is a sacred rite we perform in our denomination called a Service of Installation.
I attended one recently. It was a liturgy in which a newly called leader was installed into the position of
Conference Minister.
These services are among my most favorite things to do in ministry. For one thing, everyone is happy. A new
leader has been found. This leader always begins her ministry with a sense of hope and possibility. Those who
called her to serve in the position chose her from among all others, and believe about her that her unique
gifts, skills, vision, passion, talent set her apart from all others – and they, too, see hope and possibility.
The service of Installation is a way of saying “You belong here!” It grants a sense of permanence and
belonging to what we all know is a temporary and transitional ministry. After all, someone is going to fill that
position again at a later date and time no matter what the circumstances are that create the next transition.
No one is thinking about that on the day of Installation.
But something else is going on in this liturgy that, along with and I think more importantly than the hope and
promise of a new leader emerging, makes this such a powerful experience for me. And whatever that is has to
do with what we refer to as ‘The Call.’
In our faith tradition, we don’t refer to positions that ministers fill as jobs, but as calls. Those of us who
engage in ministry talk about receiving a call. There is something deeply and profoundly sacred about this. We
do believe that the Holy Spirit is an engaged partner in the unfolding life, health, and vitality of the Church.
She remains ever invested in decisions we make. When I worked in Conference Ministry and would meet with
Search Committees looking for their next pastor, I would tell them “Your greatest ally in this process is the
Holy Spirit.”
In all my ministry settings, I have had a clear and unmistakable moment of call to that ministry. Call stories
by ministers remain among my favorite things to hear and listen to.
And the service of Installation is more than just saying to someone “This is your new job – do it well.” It is a
way of affirming the movement of a Holy Spirit who participated with us in the process, and who called THIS
leader to THIS place for THIS time.

Because we are a church that eschews hierarchical authority, and trusts that the Holy Spirit engages with us
all – every call is tested by multiple audiences. The individual who will be installed has heard and affirmed the
call from the Holy Spirit – but that is not enough. The calling body must affirm it, and they do so both by a
team built to seek out the next leader they are looking for and then by presenting the candidate to the entire
body for a vote. After that, an authorizing body that holds the standing of the minister, not one person but a
team of leaders elected to serve for just such a moment as this, must also affirm the call. In fact, it is the
authorizing body, not the calling body, that performs the act of Installation.
I celebrate this whole thing: the movement and engagement of the Holy Spirit, the art of discernment that
requires prayerful contemplation, decisions made by individuals and then affirmed by multiple covenant
partners. By the time of Installation, the call is owned as a community and celebrated by all. It is beautiful.
I offer thanks to God for the engagement of Her Holy Spirit in this process. May that same spirit abide with
you, and in the abiding guide and direct your own steps through prayerful discernment. May your times of
quiet of quiet contemplation find you hearing the voice of one calling out to you on this, your journey Into the
Mystic.”

The Volunteer Coordinator from Pine Street spoke to me in regard to us
serving in March. He has another church from some distance away who had
a fund-raising event for Pine Street Inn and asked if they could serve on the
night we are scheduled. Matt asked if we could select an alternative day or
April 5th so he could accommodate the other church. I said that would be
fine. So, there will not be any serving at Pine Street in March. However, if you would like to
consider serving on April 5th or April 26th please let me know. You can email me at
sandybondlow@gmail.com or call me at 781-934-0616. Many thanks to all who have served and to all
who have made cookies. It means so much to the guests at Pine Street Inn.

Hello, my name is…..
Though it may feel like you are attending a conference, business meeting, or
reunion to wear a name tag, having one on a church is a great facilitator for
our connections and fellowship each Sunday. If you wear your name tag each
week, thank you. If you don’t wear one because you lost yours or never
received one, please let the office know that you need one or contact Lindy
Keay (rlkeay@outlook.com). It is not necessary to be a member of the church to have a name tag. We
want to greet all our members and visitors by name and be able to engage with those familiar and new
to us in a personal and not anonymous way. As God calls us, we all share in the desire to be a welcoming
church. Help us to achieve that goal by having a name tag on each Sunday and by letting those who do
not have one, know that they are available to all.

Snowy weather and school vacation did not keep families away from all the good things going
on here at Pilgrim Church! There were youth groups for all ages, exploring and re-enacting of
the Good Samaritan, and finding the ripple effects of kindness through our “Kindness Rocks”
project.
March will be equally full and meaningful! In Sunday school, we will be exploring the meaning
of Lent beginning with “pretzel Sunday” on March 10, led by the courageous Lois and Fred
Boericke. On March 31, our middle and high schoolers will be leading the worship service in
our first Youth Sunday! (Our planning session for this is on March 24 from 6-7, so please be
here for that!)
It is FABULOUS to have 20-30 children coming to Sunday school on a regular basis. On some
Sundays, it is nice to have them all in a one-room schoolhouse type setting. However, the
Sunday school lessons are designed with each age group to be with their peers in their own
classroom. THIS CANNOT HAPPEN IF THERE AREN’T ANY VOLUNTEER TEACHERS!!!! WE NEED
YOU to volunteer to teach! No need to be intimidated…. I will email you the lesson ahead of
time so you can familiarize yourself with it AND I get all the supplies necessary!
Sign up HERE !!!!!

GENESIS YOUTH GROUP
Friday, March 15 – more half-day fun at Skyzone! 2:00 – 3:30. ($10 per jumper)
Saturday, March 23 – bring the whole family for Duxbury Beach Sweep!
9:00 – noon at Duxbury Beach

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
Friday, March 15 – MOVIE NIGHT IN THE YOUTH ROOM! 6:00 – 8:30pm
Saturday, March 23 – bring the whole family for Duxbury Beach Sweep!
9:00 – noon at Duxbury Beach
Sunday, March 24 – youth group meeting to plan for Youth Service
6:00 – 7:00 pm in the Youth Room
Sunday, March 31 – YOUTH SERVICE SUNDAY!
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP AND CONFIRMATION (in red)
Sunday, March 3 – MEETING AFTER CHURCH FOR ALL ATTENDING CITY REACH
Tuesday, March 5, 6:00 –8:00 HSYG Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner
(please arrive at 5:30 to help set up and start cookin’!)
Ash Wednesday March 6, 6:00 – simple soup dinner for congregation
7:00–Ash Wednesday service, required for Confirmation class
Friday, March 8-9 City Reach Common Cathedral
Sunday, March 10 11:30 – 12:30 Confirmation Class
Sunday, March 24, 5:00–6:00 Confirmation Class
Sunday, March 24, youth group meeting to plan for Youth Service
Sunday, March 31, 10:00 YOUTH SUNDAY

Many, many thanks to the members of our congregation who have
donated items for our City Reach collection. Ours is a very kind and
generous congregation!
#feelingblessed,
Angélique

The Middle School Youth Group jumped and bounced to their heart’s content Friday night at
Sky Zone’s GLOW event!

What do

FAT TUESDAY
MARDI GRAS
SHROVE TUESDAY
all have in common?
They’re all names for the same day!
• In olden days, the custom of shriving meant that one
obtained absolution for one’s the sins by confessing.
It was important to enter Lent with a clean and
forgiven soul.
• Lent was a time of abstinence, so the Tuesday before
Ash Wednesday was a time to indulge and ensure that
nothing would go to waste by eating up all the eggs,
butter and fats – pancake ingredients!

Join us at
6:00 on
Tuesday, March 5
for our annual

Shrove Tuesday
pancake dinner!
Fun, food and fellowship while supporting
the Youth Mission Trip!
Suggested donation
$5/person, $20/family
So that we have more than enough pancakes, please let us know you’ll be
attending by either
1) Calling the church office: 781-934-6591
2) Emailing Angelique at youthdir@uccduxbury.org
3) Signing up here!

Senior Choir:
Thank you! Thank you to our special musicians who assisted to make our anthems extra special for
February. Lorrie Hall played flute on February 3 and Ella and Quinn Edwards played drums on
February 24. The Senior Choir is gearing up for another busy season. Not only is it Lent, but the choir
is singing not only for our regular Sunday services, but also for Ash Wednesday at 7:00 pm and for
Rev. Bill's Installation Service on March 10 at 4:00 pm.
Seasonal Singers:
Singers interested in singing for the Easter season should watch for flyers announcing rehearsals
beginning in March. We would love to have singers for all of Lent, but if you have limited time
consider singing for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter at the 11:00 am service.
Junior Choir:
We will be holding rehearsals for young singers to prepare music to sing on Palm Sunday and Easter
Beginning March 17. These rehearsals will be on Sunday mornings after service at approximately 11:15
am and will last 20-30 minutes. Watch for flyers and announcements.
Bell Choir:
The Bell Choir had to take off the month of February because of various conflicts with their members.
We look forward to having them back again to play on March 17.
Hymn Study Group:
The Hymn Study Group held its first meeting on February 19 at 7:00 pm. Structure and guidelines for
meetings were set up at that time. The Leader is Lynne Hare, the Facilitator is Betsey Hunter, the
Recorder is Kris Atkins and all members act as participants. They had a lively and informative sharing
session. Their next meeting will be on March 19.
Marcia
Marcia Ritschard-Sell, Interim Choir Director/Organist
(music@uccduxbury.org)

Help Needed! Many hands make light work!
We need some volunteers to help make the coffee for our fellowship time after
church on Sundays. It’s very easy, the bakery items are donated ~ all you have to
bring is half & half! There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall/Vestry on the
bulletin board. Please sign up!

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
On Sunday, February 3rd, we welcomed 9 new
members into our church family.

Pete and Luci Scott. Pete and Luci moved to Duxbury from Northern California in 2013 and have
two children, Tripp (8) and June (6). They were looking for a seaside town with great schools and a
welcoming community. They enjoy the fishing season and they spend all summer on their boat in the
Bay. They were looking for a Community driven church where their children could be baptized and
“found Pilgrim”
Jon and Andrea Berry. Jon and Andrea moved to Duxbury in 2007 from outside of Pennsylvania,
Andrea did grow up here! They have three children, Emily (21), a junior at James Madison University,
Maddy, (16) a Junior in High School and Jake (15), a sophomore. They were introduced to Pilgrim
Church by their “dear” friend, Nancy Kolstad.
Michelle Shifrin. Michelle moved to Duxbury from Illinois in 2016 with her husband, Kevin, and
two daughters, Madelyn (8th Grade) and Karly (6th Grade) and a Yellow Lab named Maple! She is a
CPA.
Jennifer and Adam Clark. Jennifer is an Occupational Therapist working in Boston and Adam is
a Behaviorist working with young adults with Autism. They have four children; Leila (9), Hazel (8),
Holden (5) and Everett (2). They met in 7th Grade! As a family they enjoy being outdoors, hiking,
skiing, and beach! They have attended Pilgrim for five years.
Carol Corio. Carol lives in Hanson with her daughter, Jennifer, and her 8-year-old Granddaughter,
Summer. She moved to Hanson a few years ago and was a member of the Hampstead Congregational
Church where RB served as Associate Pastor! She is thrilled to be reunited with RB and Maureen!
Carol is Community Relations Liaison for the Old Colony Hospice and Palliative Care.
Nancy Flynn-Messier. Nancy has lived in Duxbury for thirty-four years and has raised her three
sons here in Duxbury. This August she will celebrate 17 years of marriage with her husband, Dick.
Nancy is retired and volunteers at the Duxbury Senior Center. She grew up in Quincy and lived right
around the corner from RB, in fact, they attended Quincy Point Church together!

Koinonia will meet in the Parlor on Monday, March 11th 2: 00 – 4:00. If you need
any further information, please contact Elaine Guilfoyle.

Pilgrim Church will be holding its first Deal A Meal Auction on Sunday, March 31st at 11:00 am.
During our Fellowship Hour, sit, relax and bid on some amazing Deals and Meals!
Here is how it works;
1. You agree to cook, bake, prepare a favorite meal or Cookies, Cakes, Pies etc.
2. People Bid on your Donation
3. You get together with the High Bidder and decide when they would like your Donation. You do not
have to prepare the donation for the Day of the Auction
Here are some ideas; Food and Fun; Barbeque Dinner for 4, a Picnic, Breads, A Pie a month for a
year, Cupcakes, Pizza Party ,Wine tasting Party, Four Coffee Cakes over the next year, Round of Golf
and a Cookout etc. How about your Favorite Comfort Food dinner?
OR you can donate a Service or Goods; Knit or sew something (shawl, scarf, Quilt etc.), Lawn work,
use of a Pickup for Spring clean-up, Babysitting, Pet Sitting, etc.
Who knows? You might even get together to share the meal with the winning Bidder; it’s up to you!
Please see Dawn Backlund to sign-up after church in Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour or return
your Donation Slip to the Church office before March 24th. All proceeds will benefit the General Fund
of Pilgrim Church!
DEAL A MEAL DONATION
NAME _________________________________________
PHONE _________________________________________
EMAIL __________________________________________
MEAL/DONATION
DESCRIPTION______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
(Please include how many the Meal will serve, what the “terms” are (if a Cake a month, etc.)

Pilgrim Child Care & Pre-School Update
PCCP proudly continues to provide a positive and meaningful outreach to 133 children, 32 are
siblings, so that's 101 families. The classrooms are carefully designed to serve the families with
children under age 5 in the local community. Each day, the staff provide quality activities for Infants
and Toddlers, as well as Preschool (age 3) and PreK (age 4). Based on a growing need, in particular for
growing in house schedules, the 9th classroom opened this year. The total school capacity is now at 97
children per day. 3 classes serve the infant/toddler ages and 6 classes serve the preschool/preK
program. Looking ahead, all classes have families registered through Summer 2020. That said, there
are rolling admissions for upcoming start dates (Summer: 6/24/19, and Fall: 8/25/19). Interested
parents should apply online at https://www.pccpduxbury.org/apply-online/ For any questions about
PCCP, please contact the Director, Michelle Kelly at 781-934-8145, ext. 211 and/or via
email: michelle@pccpduxbury.org

Did You Know?
Each week the flower committee members arrange flowers for the
communion table and for the table in the narthex. The beauty of the flowers
speak to the glory of God and enhance our worship. Have you ever
considered donating flowers but weren’t sure how to go about it? Anyone is
welcome to donate flowers on a Sunday of his or her choice. If you have a
special event you would like to celebrate or a date/individual(s) you want
to honor or commemorate, the Flower Committee is eager to provide a
floral arrangement for you to be placed on the communion table any
Sunday, except Communion Sundays, or in the narthex on Communion
Sunday.
If you would like to donate an arrangement, you can pick a Sunday and sign up on the year-long flower
donation chart on the bulletin board in the vestry. Some Sundays are already reserved by donors, many
of whom pick the same date each year to honor family members. Once you have signed up, you will be
contacted by a member of the Flower Committee as your date approaches. Our members will ask to
whom you would like to dedicate the flowers or what event you would like to honor so that we can have
your dedication printed as you want it in the bulletin on the Sunday you have chosen. You will also be
asked if you would like to take the flowers that day or if you want to leave them so they can be delivered
to someone from church. A donation of $35-40 is suggested for each arrangement. Checks can be made
out to Pilgrim Church with a notation of “Flower Committee.”
We hope you will think about donating flowers one Sunday in the coming year. If you have any questions
please speak to any member of the Flower Committee or contact Barbara Kelley
(barbaragkelly@aol.com) or the church office.

Fair Trade News
It’s March and hopefully promises that spring may be on it’s way are beginning to show. Farmers
begin to think about their spring planting. It’s a good time to begin to think about salad greens and
sureveggies. To celebrate this time of year we want to feature Equal Exchange’s Olive Oil which
comes from olive groves in Palestine. Equal Exchange partners with PARC (Palestinian Agricultural
Relief Committee) which is a non-profit, non governmental organization that works with 40+ cooperatives on the West Bank. You can find out more about PARC by visiting
http://equalexchange.coop/blog/olives-occupation-and-opportunity-a-visit-to-the-west-bank.
Did you know that an olive tree, if cared for, can produce fruit for over 200 years?
Did you know that the olive trees in Palestine are old, crooked, and grown on hillsides which means
they must be harvested by hand?
Did you know that after the olive oil is pressed for the clear oil the solids that are left are made into
balls, dried, and can then become home heating fuel?
Did you know that Equal Exchange Organic Olive Oil is cold pressed without any refining?
Did you know that it is great for use with salads and sautéing vegetables?
Stop by the fair trade table in the vestry after church on March 17 and check out the olive oil. We will
also have our usual assortment of coffee, tea, and chocolates. All products are organic. Many are
gluten free.
See you around the Fair Trade table!

FAIR TRADE - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Changes are in the works in 2019 for our Fair Trade Team. As the Joneses
begin to think about a 2019 move, we would like to bring, over the next few
months, new people on board. It takes more than one or two people to do all
the jobs that make this ministry thrive. Karina Ryan is willing to spearhead it
but in order for this ministry to survive she will need active helpers. Some of
the jobs are set up and sales on Sunday mornings, keeping Excel (or
Numbers) inventory records, ordering, and inventorying the order when it
arrives.
We have a great Fair Trade Team and would love to have you join us. If you
have a passion for global equity in wages, sustainable living, health care services, and education,
then you might want to join the team. Not only do we sell products made from artisans and organic
foods produced by small farmers, we also share the stories of the lives of the people who benefit from
the sales of the work of their hands. We feel like we are all one great big family.
If you would like to learn more about how we make all this happen, please contact Jeff or Judy Jones.
We would be happy to talk with you. judycjones@comcast.net jdjones17@comcast.net
Matthew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, just as you did it unto the least of these, you did it to me.”

Outreach ~ A Thank you note…
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Elaine Plakias

Praise and Prayer List
People listed below need our continued prayers for God’s blessing and are not
restricted to church members. Please call the church office if you have a name you would like to add. Names
are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.
Prayers of Healing
Laurie W.
Bob W.
Baby Georgia
Bob Merry
Emma
Ted & Tilda Baldwin
Jeff Wilcox
Roger Vanderwater
Jill Bostder
Patrick
Chuck Heiser
Dan Hall
Katy Kendall
Sue Mangione
Jim Grim
Martha
▪ Prayers of comfort and solace to the family and friends of Neil Fields and Bruce Tenney, beloved
members of Pilgrim Church.
▪ Prayers of comfort and solace to the family and friends of Donald Samuelson,
brother of Lois Samuelson.
▪ Prayers of comfort and solace to the family and friends of Michael Augustine Hession III, father of
Margie Vose.
Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill. Bless all means
used for their recovery. Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength,
we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country
David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp, Holden Clapp
Jeff Warrington, Brian Kelley, Andrew Shea, Andrew Poucher
We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who
serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries. We pray
for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters
in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and
for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.
The healing prayer ministry group welcomes your prayer requests. Prayer request cards are available in the
pews and in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box in the narthex or in the Sunday offering
plate. Each week a member of the prayer group will take the cards and pray faithfully for your concerns,
following your directions as indicated on the front of the card, holding concerns in confidentiality.
Inspired by God’s love for all people, we the members of the Pilgrim Church of Duxbury, United Church of
Christ, declare ourselves to an Open and Affirming congregation.
Following the teachings of Jesus Christ, we invite people of every age, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, ethnicity and race, physical and mental ability, and socioeconomic status to enter into the full life
and ministry of this church.
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to be an expression of that unconditional love and to welcome all of God’s
children.

