Pilgrim’s Progress
January 2019
Happy New Year!
I hope that you Christmas and New Year’s celebrations
were joy-filled and joyful! Ours was filled with the joy of all
the boys home (a rarity) and Maddie’s first Christmas!
The house was filled with laughter and noise, and it was
awesome! God is so good!
One of the challenges of church work is filling up the Church Calendar with correct dates for
programs and activities, Melissa is deemed to be the “Keeper of the Calendar”, a scared task that
allows no one else to add any event to the list! NO ONE! As we look over the calendar, we are
privileged to see the programs and events that signal life and renewal in the air! Whether it be
spiritual growth, mission activities, bible study, or Youth and Family activities (or all of the above!),
there’s something going on at Pilgrim Church for you. And, if we’re missing anything, we always
welcome new ideas…
Speaking of new ideas, we are looking for ideas that involve new families, new groups of younger
20’s to 30’s, Men’s groups and more. Any ideas you may have, bring them to me and we can
brainstorm! This means that each person is empowered to think about their time and talents to
encourage activities that delight us.
-

Do you enjoy working with children? We have a fabulous Sunday School Program!
Do you like to learn about and discuss the Bible? We’re looking for new Bible Study ideas.
Do you have tech skills that could help with our technology to incorporate into our activities and
meetings? We frequently need assistance in this area!

And so on…
Pastors and church staff positions rely heavily on the time and talents of their members to keep things
running (and, hopefully, growing). Thus, I’m ever so grateful to all our amazing lay leaders and many
volunteers who do everything from decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas to pay our bills in a timely
fashion. YOU are the church!

And, yes, speaking of gratitude, I hope you had the opportunity to attend the services that were
offered in December. The Blue Christmas Service was very spiritual, the Christmas Pageant filled
with children and song, the two Christmas Eve services filled the church and through a special
Epiphany Communion Service we enjoyed the 12 Days of Christmas! I sensed Gratitude in each
service.
Isn’t that what Christmas is all about? Gratitude. The gift of God’s Presence with us, in Jesus, in each
one of us, in this great big beautiful world. The love of God is right here, right now, with us.
Emmanuel has come. God-With-Us is here.
So, as we begin a New Year, I wish for you the understanding of God’s Presence. And your
presence (in church). And the blessing of our presence in the lives of one another. May we continue
to be a blessing to each other throughout the coming year!
Peace and Blessings,
RB

Best wishes to you all as we celebrate the New Year of
2019. Over these days following Christmas, we often find
ourselves reflecting over the year we have all shared in
many ways. Smiles on thoughtful reflections and gentle pauses on difficult moments of our lives that
linger with us as we begin a New Year in our lives and those of our friends and families.
We pray to walk safely and closely with those we know and love. We pray to be open to the surprises
that alert us to the loving presence of God, our Creator, and Jesus, our Brother and Savior, who
travels with us and our loved ones.
I will be with you as well, ready to be a companion with you all and those we know and love who are
challenged in life and health. We begin this New Year with prayers, hope, and a vision of love and
care for us all and those with whom we share the love of God, Our Creator, each day of our lives.
Blessings to you all. May we celebrate a happy and healthy New Year in 2019. Wishing you all good
and God days.
Rev. John

The Prayer Group will be meeting on
Monday, January 28th 2:00-4:00pm in the Youth
Room. We would love to welcome anybody who would
like to join us. You may come for one time or join us
whenever it works into your schedule.
(We meet on the 4th Monday of the month.)

What a glorious December we had!
We sent care packages to 23 of our college students! We delivered homemade wreaths,
chocolates and Christmas cards to our Church family members at the Village and beyond. We
had three super fun pajama Christmas parties. And we shared and celebrated the birth of
Jesus through our annual Christmas pageant!

And the fun continues in January!
It was so wonderful to see SO many of you in church on January 6! There were over 25 of us,
including our FABULOUS volunteer teachers, who assembled 500 school supply bags for the
DeHarts to take to Vietnam for the International Children of Peace.

Coming up in Sunday School, we will learn about the story of Ruth in 3 different ways –
cooking, movie and art. We’d love to have new volunteer teachers! Feeling intimidated?
DON’T BE! I will send you the lesson ahead of time, supply the supplies AND the snack. It’s a
great way to connect with a Bible story AND our youth!
Sign up here!

Other calendar events…
January 13 – Confirmand and Mentor lunch from 11:30 – 12:30
High School Youth Group 6:30 – 8:00
January 25-26 Our Confirmands will go on a powerful 24-hour retreat!
January 27, 7:00 – 8:00 pm
Rock and Bowl at Alley Kat Lanes for all 3 Youth Groups!!
(Each in their own space and own lanes)
Flashing lights! Fog! Music! Bowling!
JOIN US!
Best of luck to our high school students as they prepare for and take their mid-term exams
January 14 - 17. Please keep them in your prayers.

Some thoughts for January:

Peace and blessings to you in the New Year,
Angélique

Update from our Deacons
We are very pleased that due to an increase in the number of parishioners the Deacons
will be increasing the number of trays of bread and juice for Communion. There will also
be a separate tray of wrapped gluten free wafers.
There will be an informational meeting for interested new members on
January 20, 2019 after church.
Due to the cold winter weather the front door to the church will be unlocked but not
propped open on Sundays.
Please take note of the new signs for locating the Sanctuary placed on the doors at the
top of the stairs above the front door welcoming parishioners.
We will be introducing a Deacon in each monthly newsletter, so you may get to know us
better! The Deacon for the month of January is Darren DeWolf.
GREETERS NEEDED
We have set up a Sign-up Genius
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054daaaf2eaaf85-greeters and put a sign-up chart
on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall/Vestry. Please join us in welcoming Pilgrim
Church members and friends on Sunday mornings.

JANUARY 2019 GREETER SCHEDULE
Date
January
January
January
January

6
13
20
27

Front Door
Side Door
Lynne Devnew
Lindy Keay
Lucy & Dwight Shepard
Available
Available
Available
Available

Koinonia will meet at the church on Monday, January 14th at 2:00pm in the Parlor. If you have
any questions, please contact Elaine Guilfoyle.

The Hospitality Committee is looking for volunteers to help with Coffee Hour.
It’s very easy, AND the sweet treats are provided! There is a sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall/Vestry OR contact Janet Ritch. Thank you!

There will be an information meeting on Sunday, January 20th
after church for anyone interested in joining Pilgrim Church.
We will welcome new members on Sunday, February 3rd. If
you have any questions, please call the church office. Thank
you.

FAIR TRADE - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Changes are in the works in 2019 for our Fair Trade Team. As the Joneses begin to think about a
2019 move, we would like to bring, over the next few months, new people on board. It takes more
than one or two people to do all the jobs that make this ministry thrive. Karina Ryan is willing to
spearhead it but in order for this ministry to survive she will need active helpers. Some of the jobs are
set up and sales on Sunday mornings, keeping Excel (or Numbers) inventory records, ordering, and
inventorying the order when it arrives.
We have a great Fair Trade Team and would love to have you join us. If you have a passion for
global equity in wages, sustainable living, health care services, and education, then you might want to
join the team. Not only do we sell products made from artisans and organic foods produced by small
farmers, we also share the stories of the lives of the people who benefit from the sales of the work of
their hands. We feel like we are all one great big family.
If you would like to learn more about how we make all this happen, please contact Jeff or Judy Jones.
We would be happy to talk with you. judycjones@comcast.net jdjones17@comcast.net
Matthew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, just as you did it unto the least of these, you did it to me.”

Senior Choir:
Thank you to the Members of the Senior Choir for the hard work they put into
making the Advent and Christmas music inspirational and beautiful. It was wonderful to
welcome back seasonal singers Heidi Hadley and Richard Lindaberry, plus new singers
Ella Edwards and Ed Cheal. Please consider joining the choir. To join the choir simply
contact me, Marcia, or any of the choir members.
Thanks also go out to our soloists for Christmas Eve: Lynne Hare and featured in
choir anthems: Kris Atkins, Ella Edwards, Heidi Hadley and Gwynne Zisko. Thanks to
Ella Edwards for playing a piano duet with me, as well.
Young Musicians:
Thanks to our young musicians who provided great music to enhance the telling of
the Pageant Story. We would like to thank our vocalists: Ella Edwards and Charlie
Flaherty (duet), Lynne Hare (solo), Christie Murphy (solo), Sarah Woods (solo) and
instrumentalists: Miles and Tucker Sampson (pianists) and Chasey Sampson (violin).
We send “Thanks” to Matthew Hutton, as well, for playing a piano Postlude at the
Christmas Eve Family Service at 4:00 PM.

Bell Choir:
As always Susan Homan and the Bell Choir Members rang in Christmas with style
and beauty. Thanks to all of them for their hard work. The next Sunday they well be
playing is January 27, 2019.
Marcia
Marcia Ritschard-Sell, Interim Choir Director/Organist
(music@uccduxbury.org)

New Hymnal Study Group
As the New Year begins for 2019, a “Study Group” is being formed
to look at choosing a new hymnal. If you would like to participate
in this project, please contact Fred Boericke by email:
fboericke@comcast.net.

2ND MONDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join us for a new Bible Study held on the 2nd Monday of each month at
6:30pm beginning February 11th. Our first study will be “Making Sense of
the Bible” by Adam Hamilton.
A short DVD video followed by discussions including Old and New
Testaments, the Nature of Scripture, Making Sense of the Bibles Challenging
Passages, and more. If you would like to read the book, it is widely available
on Amazon, Kindle and other on-line sources.
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Pilgrim Association News
PILGRIM DISTRICT WOMEN
Meeting, Tuesday, January 29, 2019
First Congregational Church of Randolph
1 South Main Street, Randolph MA
Pilgrim District Women will gather at First Congregational church in Randolph, gathering for coffee
and fellowship at 9:30. At 10:00 we will meet for devotions, followed by a short business meeting.
This is an important meeting as we will be discussing and voting to dissolving this organization.
The program following will be a morning of rousing music with Jeff Hobert of the Randolph Church
including a wonderful hymn sing.
Please plan to come for the morning and then to have lunch, provided by the ladies of the Randolph
Church. The cost of the luncheon is $5.00 which can be paid on that day. ALL ARE INVITED!

Praise and Prayer List
People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.
Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.
Prayers of Healing
Laurie W.

Bob W.

Baby Georgia

Emma

Ted & Tilda Baldwin

Jeff Wilcox

John Storey
Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill. Bless all means
used for their recovery. Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength,
we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country
David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp, Holden Clapp
Jeff Warrington, Brian Kelley, Andrew Shea, Andrew Poucher
We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who
serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries. We pray
for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters
in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and
for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.
The healing prayer ministry welcomes your prayer requests. Prayer request cards are available in the pews and
in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.

