Pilgrim’s Progress
December 2018
“Will you be ready for the light, ready for the light to shine upon you?
Will you be ready for the light, ready for the light to shine?
Will you be watching?
Will you be listening?
Will you hear the angels sing?
Will you be waiting?
Will you be searching for a Savior and a King?”
Mark Patterson - Choristers Guild

Lights.
The season is filled with them; Christmas lights, tree lights, candlelight, spotlights,
etc. Maybe we notice them all in part because we have entered the darkest time
of the year. The days have grown short and the nights seem to last longer. And at
times even the events of our world keep our hearts and minds in dark places.
In this darkness, there is hope. For the Light is coming as we prepare to
celebrate the birth of our Savior who is the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings, and
the Lord of Lords.
A few years ago, I was watching “Everybody Loves Raymond” where Ray’s Dad came in with an old movie
projector with lights on a wooden bar, a flood light bar, that were so bright they blinded the family he was
filming. I told my kids that was exactly what my Dad did; in every movie he filmed on Christmas, we are
blinded by the brightness of the lights and as we were instructed to look at the camera and smile, it was like
we were facing an eighteen-wheeler bearing down on us. On cue, with a “I’m ready, come down the stairs” we
would blindly grope our way down, and in every clip we are grimacing. When the lights went out, we went
“snow blind”, seeing nothing but shadows and negative images. Oh…those were the days!

We also knew, however, what that light meant; something special, family time, Christmas, laughter,
memories. Yes, I would go back and visit, in a minute, if possible. And that, in a nutshell, is why Christmas is so
important for us.
- We can go back, in our minds, every time we gather as a family
- We can relive those moments, and now cherish them in ways we could not at that moment
- We can create new memories for our children and grandchildren, that will enable them to write
something 50 years from now longing for those days.
Our faith tells us that the Light of the world is coming, this is most certainly true. The season of Advent is a
gift to us. It helps us prepare ourselves for the coming of the Light, that it will come about in and among us.
We are then able to reflect this light, this hope to the entire world.
Come; prepare yourselves for this great joy. Join us as we celebrate the coming of the Light during Advent as
we prepare our hearts for the coming of our Savior each week with special worship services. Our Christmas
Eve services at 4:00 PM and 8:30 PM will be filled with joy, Carols and Scripture that allow us to go back yet
again, to bring us to appreciate the Light of our World!
For Maureen, Dan and Jess, Maddie, John, Andrew and Amy, I wish you a most blessed Christmas season and
happiest of New Years!
RB

When I think of the wonder of our Christmas Celebration, I am blessed to
hold the love of my family as a wonderful gift. We are well in many ways, and
we are thankful. When I say my prayers of Thankfulness to God, I see my
daughter Amy as one of the most amazing gifts of my life. Amy is in her sixth year of sobriety and is thriving in her life.
She lives in California and shares her daily Alcoholics Anonymous readings with me on our “text line.” I invite you to take
in these words of trust and assurance that all of us can offer as our prayer of thanks to God for the gifts of our lives.
I ask simply that throughout the day God place in me the best understanding of His will that I can have for that day, and
that I be given the grace by which I may carry it out. As the day goes on, I can pause when facing situations that must be
met and decisions that must be made and renew the simple request; ‘Thy will. not mine, be done.’
I must always keep in mind that in every situation I am responsible for the effort and God is responsible for the
outcome. I can ‘Let Go and Let God’ by humbly repeating: ‘Thy will, not mine, be done.’ Patience and persistence in
seeking His will for me will free me from the pain of selfish expectations."
So, in this wondrous season when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in our lives, may each of us celebrate the
forever gift of God, in His Son, our Brother and Savior, Jesus Christ. As we gather with friends and family over Christmas,
we are truly thankful that the Will of God is a gift we receive and hold forever.
Blessings to us all,
Rev. John

The Church Council will meet on December 4 to continue its work in
establishing a church-wide vision that seeks to capture our current
enthusiasm while clearly defining our priorities. During this meeting,
Council will also host representatives from the ONA Committee who
will share their work in developing the Church Covenant Draft that is
intended as our church’s public statement on inclusion and acceptance of all people. At that time, the Council
will determine the best course of action in finalizing and codifying the Covenant. In addition to these agenda
items, Council will start to think through the content and mechanics of the 2019 Annual Meeting, work with
Reverend Bill to provide support as he gets settled and will also discuss the plan for engaging the whole
congregation in refining and adopting our Vision statement and work plan.
Lastly (and not for the PP), to the other committee chairs: We would like to pull together an “All-CommitteeChair” gathering in the very near future, and hopefully before Christmas. Please stay tuned on proposed
dates, but Sunday evening December 16 is looking viable at this time. I’ll work with Melissa to get a poll out to
see who can attend.
Thank you,
Drew Thawley

It's that glorious time of year when our church puts on the Christmas Pageant! At 10 am on Sunday,
December 23rd, our beautiful church will be open to all who want to see and hear the wonderful story
of the birth of Jesus Christ. This year our pageant will bring new energy with the fresh look of new
costumes! The story will also be accompanied by special music from some talented Pilgrim Church
youth!
We also loved the intergenerational nature of the show last year. Due to its success, we invite adults
to be in this year's pageant again! If you'd like to be the prophet, an innkeeper, a townsperson, a
shepherd or a wise person, please contact Angelique Kania, and if you've already signed up, please
be on the lookout for rehearsal times and costume handouts. Looking forward to seeing you at the
pageant!
Luci Scott
Co-chair

We gave thanks in November for all that we have –
including record number of children coming to Sunday
school, devoted Sunday school teachers, and vibrant
and active youth groups. Here are some Thanksgiving
turkeys that display our children’s prayers of thanks…

December continues with so many wonderful events!
Middle School YG will meet after church at 11:30 on December 2 for a pizza lunch,
followed by a Christmas activity we will share with the Duxbury Interfaith Council.
Genesis YG will meet on Monday, December 3rd (half-day) from noon – 1:30 for a pizza
lunch and a Christmas craft to share with some of our parishioners at the Village.
High School YG will be holding our first fundraiser for our Mission Trip to Washinton DC
after church on December 9th and 16th.

Sign up here!
CONFIRMATION CLASSES WILL BE HELD AFTER CHURCH ON DECEMBER
2 AND 9 FROM 11:30 – 12:30.
(Since you will be in class on December 9, you will ONLY be able to wrap presents on
December 16.)

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR
ALL YOUTH GROUPS
On Saturday, December 15 in the youth room!!!
GENESIS will gather from 9:00 – 10:15.
MIDDLE SCHOOL and HIGH SCHOOL
will gather from 10:30 – 11:45ish.
Wear your favorite Christmas pajamas
and enjoy breakfast treats and time together!
BRING A $5 - $10 GIFT for our ‘Swap with a twist’

Christmas Pageant News!
December 2 – Role request sheets filled out in Sunday School.
December16 – Costumes handed out after Sunday School.
SATURDAY, December 22, 10:00 MANDATORY REHEARSAL
December 23, 10:00 PAGEANT!!!
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP ~MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER!

The Pilgrim youth group would love to help you to wrap all your Christmas gifts!
Please bring in your unwrapped gifts on 12/9/18 or 12/16/18 (or both dates).
The kids will wrap them all after church.
Your donations support the Youth Mission Trip to Washington DC in June!
Thank you in advance!!

We LOVE having so many children in our Sunday school
classes, but we need some other adults to help out!
Feel the HOPE, PEACE, JOY AND LOVE that comes from
youth. Tis the season of loving and sharing! Share your
time with our kids! Sign up HERE!

Blue Christmas Service
Tuesday, December 11th at 7:00pm

Many people do not look forward to the Christmas season. Chances
are that either you or someone close to you has felt depressed
during the holiday season, when it seems like the whole world is
awash in lights, celebration, friends, and family, many among us feel
an amplified sense of loss, grief, and disconnect.
Our “Blue Christmas” service reminds us that even in our darkest times, God offers us hope and
comfort if we are willing to bring our deepest sadness into the light of God’s love. It is a service to
acknowledge grief and offer Hope!

Koinonia’s annual holiday gathering will be at Pilgrim Church on Monday, December 10th
from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. Please bring your joy and/or concerns, some refreshment to
share and a used by not abused gift for the Yankee Swap.
Questions? Please contact Elaine Guilfoyle.

Prayer Group will not be meeting in December, but will resume on Monday, January 29th from
2:00 – 4:00. We would love to welcome anybody who would like to join us. You may come for one
time or join us whenever it works into your schedule. (We meet on the 4th Monday of the month.)

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING
Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life through
the birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are called to share widely, through our
witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to distant neighbors.

"It wasn’t easy picking up the telephone to share with you my present
situation. In fact, it was one of the most humiliating experiences of my
life although it reminded me that grace still happens. Sometimes we as
clergy persons lose sight of God’s grace when the negative stuff comes
into our lives."
"…thanks so much for sharing your time and ministry with me. Your
most gracious gift is appreciated more than words can say as I continue
to live in the 'meantime.'"
These eloquent words are from a pastor who is the recipient of the
caring and concern of those who contribute to the Christmas Fund
Offering, one of four Special Offerings of the UCC throughout the year.
You can be a part of this ministry that cares for the active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United
Church of Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering.
Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the one above, but also provide for the
Supplementation of Small Annuities, Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift
Checks next December to lower-income retirees.
We will be accepting this offering on Sunday December 23rd and on Christmas Eve. Thank you for your
support.
You are invited to join in an Old Fashion Holiday Cookie Swap after
service on Sunday, December 16th
Share moments of holiday cheer with your church family by
participating in an old fashion Holiday Cookie Swap. To participate,
bake 3 dozen of one type of cookie, put one dozen on each of 3
disposable plates and bring them to the church kitchen before worship
on the morning of the 16th. (Please label each plate with cookies’
name and whether they contain nuts or not.) Also bring in your
cookie recipe and we will make up a collection of our church’s best cookies to have available for
a donation of $1 the following week, all proceeds from the recipe sale will be donated to a
church mission project.
Here is how the cookies will be shared:
• One dozen will be served to the congregation following church service on the 16th.
• One dozen will be packaged shared with those in need in the local community. (with
shut-ins or local soup kitchen or shelter)
• The last dozen will be shared with each baker, who will be able to take an assortment of
one dozen cookies home with them.
If you are interested in participating in this fun, please sign up here or on the sign-up sheet in
Fellowship Hall. Any questions feel free to seek out a member of the Hospitality Committee.

Music News
Senior Choir/Seasonal Singers:
Now is the busy season for musicians. The Music Board and
I are happy to announce that we have a pianist joining the
Senior Choir for the Advent/Christmas Season. Her name is
Donna Nolan and she will be playing for 4 Thursday rehearsals,
3 Sundays in Advent and Christmas Eve. Please help us to
welcome her to Pilgrim, as she shares her talents with us. The
Senior Choir along with Seasonal Singers will sing for the 1st,
2nd and 4th Sundays of Advent. They will also be providing music starting around 8:00 pm Christmas
Eve as you enter and prepare for the Christmas Eve Service. Come early and listen; and then join
them in singing during the service at 8:30 pm on Christmas Eve.
Young Musicians:
Angelique and I have been working on the Pageant and we are happy to say we have some
wonderful young musicians who will be sharing their music with us this year. They are clarinetist Allie
MacKay, pianists Miles and Tucker Sampson, violinist Chasey Sampson, vocalists Christie Murphy
and Sarah Wood, solos, Ella Edwards and Charlie Flaherty, duet. We are waiting to hear if any other
young musicians are interested.
P.S. If you sing in the Pageant, you can still participate in the Pageant as a speaker or character!!
P.P.S. Check out the Music Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall to see who sang or played in the
2017 Pageant.
Bell Choir:
The Bell Choir was very busy the weekend before Thanksgiving on November 17/18. They played at
an event in Plymouth on Saturday November 17 and then played the next day for our Stewardship
Thanksgiving Service at Pilgrim. They will be providing special music next on December 16 (the 3 rd
Sunday of Advent).
Musicians of All Ages:
Singers and Instrumentalists of all ages consider sharing your talents during the Holiday Season!
Contact me at the email address below.
Holiday Concerts:
Several of our church members are using their vocal talents in special Holiday Concerts in the area.
Look for the posters around the church for times and places of these events!
Marcia
Marcia Ritschard-Sell, Interim Choir Director/Organist
(music@uccduxbury.org)

Pine Street Inn
It is my pleasure to tell you we already have our quota for volunteers for December. I would
like to thank all of you who have volunteered since September.
If you are interested in volunteering in January or thereafter, I have openings. Pine Street requires volunteers to
be of high school age. Please email or call me if you are interested. Sandybondlow@gmail.com or 781-9340616.

Fair Trade News
Thank you for your enthusiastic response to our November sales. Ornaments, bread
warmer baskets, and trinket boxes were popular items. Candy bars, soup mixes, and coffee
were big hits in the food category.
Additional handcrafted items from SERRV will be offered in December. Check out the
artisan made Puzzle Boxes, Nativities, Pottery Mugs and Bowls, Scarves and Wraps, and lots, lots, lots of
beautiful crafted Ornaments! All items are perfect for gift giving. And we won’t tell if you decide it is a gift to
yourself!
SERRV, a non-profit, fair trade organization, is dedicated to the “mission of eradicating poverty wherever it
resides by providing opportunity and support to artisans and farmers worldwide”. Choosing to purchase Fair
Trade artisan products is a step toward helping this initiative. You can find out more about SERRV at
https://www.serrv.org/category/about-us.
There will be two opportunities in December to buy Fair Trade. We will be in the Vestry after worship on
December 9 and 16. As a reminder, our fair trade food products from Equal Exchange also make great gifts
and stocking stuffers. We have a selection of Teas for the tea lover, new single serve Coffee for the coffee
lover, Hot Cocoa Mix for the “sitting by the fire” lover, Chocolate Bars for the chocolate addict, Olive Oil
(EVOO) for the chefs in your family, and Baking Cocoa for the baker who makes all the Christmas cookies.
New this year will be Organic Semi-Sweet Chocolate Chips. We might even have a few samples for you to
taste!
Want to put together a group of items for giving? We will be happy to help you pair items and make
suggestions. Think alternative gifts this Holiday Season and spread the Joy and Love!
See you around the Fair Trade table and remember to bring your checkbook!
Fair Trade Ministry Team

Greeters Needed
Your Deacons are looking for friendly and outgoing people to join our Greeter
Squad. We need volunteers to greet incoming parishioners as they enter either the front
or the side doors on Sunday mornings. You can volunteer once, once a month, everyother week, or however you design it.
Help us to implement our goal of radical hospitality here at Pilgrim Church! You can
volunteer by signing up in the Fellowship Hall; by contacting a Deacon after worship; or by emailing Gwynne
Zisko at gwynnzie@msn.com.

Duxbury Interfaith Council
Winter Holiday Basket Project 2018 & Giving Tree
The Outreach Committee of the Duxbury Interfaith Council is
planning the Winter Holiday food basket project to distribute
holiday meals and gifts to our less fortunate neighbors. This has
become a major community endeavor, and we are asking for your
help. We thank you for your continued support, as we have over
100 recipient families.

How can you help?
Donations of money: Please make a check payable to the Duxbury Interfaith Council and mail it to P O Bos
1161, Duxbury, MA 02331
Donations of non-perishable food: Please drop off all non-perishable items at Pilgrim Church by Sunday,
December 16th or to Holy Family Church by Wednesday, December 19th.
Non-perishable donations needed:
Canned Goods: yellow and green vegetables, cranberry sauce, canned gravy,
Juice: non-frozen concentrated juice mix
Packaged dessert mixes: quick bread, muffins, brownie, cake & frosting
Donation of baked goods: Please drop off baked goods at Holy Family Church on Wednesday, December 19
from 9:00am – 12:00pm or Thursday, December 20th from 9:00am – 12:00pm.
Baked Goods Needed:
Cookies, brownies, squares, cupcakes, quick breads, pies and cakes. BAKED GOODS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED &
APPRECIATED!
Packing and Sorting: We are always in need of volunteers to help with packing and sorting. Sorting on
Wednesday, December 19th 9:00am to 12:00pm, Packing on Thursday, December 20th 9:00am to 12:00pm and
Friday, December 21st 9:00am – 12:00pm.
Basket Pickup and Delivery:
We need help loading the basket into cars and delivering baskets on Friday, December 21st 12:00pm – 4:00pm.
Deliveries begin after 1:00pm.

The Pilgrim Church Giving Tree is in the Vestry, with the gift tags of items
needed. Please return each UNWRAPPED GIFT with the gift tag to
Pilgrim Church by Sunday, December 16th.
(Gifts can be dropped off during the week in the church office hallway.)
Thank you for your continued support!

Outreach Ministry
Please see the letter below that we received from the UCC acknowledging our donation to the
Disaster Relief Fund – United Church of Christ’s 2018 Hurricane Response International.

Christmas Poinsettias
Share your Christmas Spirit and help decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias for the Christmas season. If you
wish to give a poinsettia in memory/honor of a loved one, please indicate the honoree’s name(s) and whether
you would like to pick up your plant or donate it for delivery to a shut in or person in need.
________ In memory of

________ In honor of

Name of Honoree(s):
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

I will: ______________Donate
______________Pick Up
Given By:
_________________________________________________________
The above names will be listed in the Fourth Sunday of Advent bulletin, December 23rd 10:00am service.
Poinsettias should be picked up after the 10:00am service at the church.
Please send this form and your donation to Pilgrim Church,
P.O. Box 186, Duxbury, MA 02331 or put it in the Sunday offering plate by December 19th.
Thank you for your participation.

Merry Christmas!
Thanksgiving Stewardship Potluck Brunch
We had a wonderful time at the Thanksgiving Stewardship Potluck
Brunch on Sunday, November 18th. We had 130 people attend – great
food and fellowship! Thank you to all that contributed! We received 49
pledges on Stewardship Sunday, and now have a total of 69 pledges. If
you have not turned in your pledge card – it’s not too late! You can put it in the offering plate,
mail it to the church office, or drop it off. We will be finalizing the 2019 budget so having all
the pledge cards returned by December 31st would be very helpful. If you have any questions,
please call the office. Thank you for your continued support!

Pilgrim Church Facebook page
If you're a regular user of Pilgrim Church's websites online, you may have noticed that
we have made some changes to our Facebook pages.
First of all, the group page that you had to "join" to interact with is gone. Instead, we are now using a
page that anyone can see and comment on. The thinking of the ad hoc web committees is that the
purpose of having a Facebook page is to spread the work of Pilgrim Church to the community atlarge. With the old "group" page, the church's posts could only be seen by people who had joined
this closed group. We want everyone to be able to see our posts.
If you are a Facebook user, please log onto https://www.facebook.com/uccduxbury/ to see what we
have posted. We encourage you to comment on or "like" these posts as you see fit. While you are on
the page, please feel free to "like" the page and write a review about the church. So far, we have one
positive review, and we'd love to have more. Consider these reviews mini testimonies about your
church. In this way, you can tell anyone who visits the page why Pilgrim Church is important to you.
Whether you are a Facebook user or not, please check out the main church
website, https://uccduxbury.org. Anyone can access this page and learn more about Pilgrim Church
without having to have a Facebook account. Near the bottom of the page, there are feeds to our
Facebook and Instagram (photo) accounts that will show you our most recent posts.
The purpose of our Facebook and Instagram pages is to let everyone know what is going on at our
church now. The uccduxbury.org page is designed to tell visitors what it would be like if they wanted
to join our church.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to talk to any of the ad hoc web committee members:
Melissa MacDonald, Dwight Shepard, Sue Bradford or Don DeHart. It goes without saying that you
can ask Rev. Bill, too.

A Reminder from the Collector
IRS requirements, all contributions to Pilgrim Church must be in the church office or post
marked by Monday, December 31st to be included in your 2018 contributions. If you have any
questions or concerns, please call Kathy Goldner 781-934-6591 ext. 100. Thank you.

The church staff wishes everyone God’s peace this
Christmas season and a New Year overflowing with
abundant joy.
RB, Rev. John, Angelique, Marcia, Sue, Melissa, Kathy,
Dawn, & Tony

Praise and Prayer List
People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.
Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.
Prayers of Healing
Laurie W.
Bob Merry
Sue Mangione
M.J. Wakefield
Ted & Tilda Baldwin
Ann DeKlerk
Bruce Tenney

Bob W.
Emma
Priscilla MacCallum
Adam Ryan
Jeff Wilcox
Lois Edwards
Dick and Leah Cotton

Baby Georgia
Anita Boyle
Jim Grim
Patrick
Ruth Clancy
Terence Shea
Jan McKenzie

Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill. Bless all means
used for their recovery. Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength,
we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Prayers of comfort and solace to the family and friends of Jetta Schaffer, Nancy von Stackelberg’s mother.
Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country
David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp, Holden Clapp
Jeff Warrington, Brian Kelley, Andrew Shea, Andrew Poucher
We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who
serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries. We pray
for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters
in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and
for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.
The healing prayer ministry welcomes your prayer requests. Prayer request cards are available in the pews and
in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.

Pilgrim Church’s Christmas tree decorated with Chrismon
ornaments made by our youth during Sunday School.

