Pilgrim’s Progress
April 2018
A Message from our Interim Senior Minister
Easter always reminds us of the New Life we receive through our faith. Our
joyous response is almost impossible to withhold. Our challenge, most years, is to
hang onto the joy as the days accumulate after Easter. This year it will be much
easier to do.
April starts off with a bang this year. April 1st is Easter and we will celebrate
with three services: 6:15 on the beach, then 9 and 11am in church. The 9 o’clock
service will be a traditional Communion Service with the Bell Choir playing. The
11 o’clock service will be a family service with the junior and senior choirs
singing. There will be no Sunday school at either service. There will be nursery
care at 9am and 11am.
The joy continues Sunday April 8th when the Sunday school children will be in
charge of the service. It is always delightful to watch our kids and youth conduct
worship and see their faith in action. The following Sunday the Bell Choir plays
and we have a baptism. And if that is not enough, the last three Sundays, 15, 22,
and 29, there will be an outreach moment in each service.
As we go through the five weeks of April, I pray that the spirit of Easter
continues to infuse you with joy that lasts, not just for a day or a week or even
this month, but until next Easter. No matter the ups and downs of life, may the
gifts of Easter buoy you and keep your heart and mind alive in the life-giving love
and joy of the resurrection.
Peace and Easter Blessings!
Peggy

A Message from our Minister of Visitation
Happy Easter to you all. Hopefully you will share and enjoy a peaceful Easter
Celebration. Our Holy Week services are thoughtful and prayerful. Easter Sunrise on
Duxbury Beach is a gathering of us who can be there to see the sun rise and assure us
Jesus, our Brother and Savior is risen, and He is with us all.
Our Easter Sunday services are a joyous celebration of the beauty and wonder of our
faith in Jesus Christ, our Brother and Savior.
Maybe we can continue our time in prayerful thanks and reflection of the blessings we
receive from our Creator God, Who gave us His Son, Jesus to help us be strong in life
and faith.
I am grateful to be on this journey of our faith with you all.
Take care,
Rev. John

Details of Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Services
Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday March 29, 7PM.
This service commemorates Jesus' new commandment to love one another, the inaugural Holy
Communion and the journey Jesus takes to the garden where he is arrested. It does all of this
through the sharing of Communion and then the presentation of the ancient rite of Tenebrae. This
part of the service is made up of 12 readings, interspersed with special music, which will take us up
through Peter's third denial of Jesus.
Christians have been observing Maundy Thursday since the 4th century
(ie the 300s). I hope you will keep the tradition going by joining us for this moving celebration and
remembrance.
Good Friday: Friday, March 30, 7PM. For the second year in a row, we are offing a Good Friday
experience. We will gather in the sanctuary to hear the story of the crucifixion. Then we will join
Joseph of Arimathea for a lite supper of soup and salad in the vestry (aka Joe's house). There, after
the meal, we will hear from four people who will give their testimony about meeting Jesus and their
reactions to his death. The choir will bring special music to this time together.
This gathering is the highlight of our Holy Week experience. Through it we seek to feed you in
physically, spiritually and emotionally so that you can come to Easter filled with joy and exploding with
faith.

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service 6:15am at Duxbury Beach
9:00am in the Sanctuary
Bell Choir
11:00am in the Sanctuary
Children’s Choir/Senior Choir/Family Friendly Service
All children are invited to stay with their families.

There will be no Church School on Easter
Nursery & Toddler Care Available at 9am and 11am
In addition, so that everyone may enjoy Easter worship without interruption,
there will be No Fellowship/Coffee Hour on Easter.

Young Singers:
A great big “THANK YOU” to the Junior Choir Members and their parents for supporting all the work
necessary to learn the music for 3 BIG Sunday services in a row. The children sang for the Palm Sunday
Processional, they will sing the Introit on Easter Sunday, and they will be singing the Anthem on April 8 for
Sunday School Sunday.
Senior Choir:
A special “Shout Out!” to the Senior Choir who has continued to do “yeoman's work” singing at four services
during Holy Week from Palm Sunday thru Easter, as well as working on their regular Sunday anthems. I would
especially like to thank them for assisting the Junior Choir on Palm Sunday, not only in joining them in singing
on the last half of the processional but assisting instrumentally. Kris Atkins, Joan Barrington, and Gwynne
Zisko played hand chimes and Tom Ritschard-Sell played tambourine. I would also like to thank Lynne Hare
for his solo reflection on Good Friday singing “I Think I Heard Him Say”.
If you attended certain services in March, you may have also noticed the choir tried something NEW. They
performed 5 songs with orchestral soundtracks, allowing the instrumental sounds to enhance musically and
dramatically the stories told of Christ's betrayal, arrest, crucifixion, and death. I would like to thank Greg
Hunter for the extra time he put into working with the choir to make these performances of the songs possible.
Marcia
Marcia Ritschard-Sell, Interim Choir Director/Organist
(music@uccduxbury.org)

Christian Education Update
Dear Pilgrim Families,
What a March it’s been! Between blizzards, we managed to have some meaningful
and amazing times with your kids!
•
•
•
•

We studied the Lord’s prayer and made bookmarks with it on it.
We had Scouts help lead in our service.
We made soft pretzels in the shape of praying arms with each loop symbolizing
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
We made Easter baskets for members of our church family who could use a
cheerful reminder of God’s love.

Our High School Youth Group lead us in worship on March 11 then learned about
Massachusetts children in need from Meghan, our Cradles to Crayons representative and
homelessness from Leticia, our City Mission representative. Two weeks later, we have
collected and sorted over 50 laundry bags of clothing to donate to these children in
need, along with boxes and boxes of diapers and wipes!
Our Cradles to Crayons drive was a HUGE SUCCESS!!! Look at the number of bags we
collected – and there were even more!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!!!

LOOK AT WHAT WE COLLECTED!

Continued the next page

APRIL IS GOING TO BE BEAUTIFUL!
•

•

April 1 is Easter Sunday! Join us at 6:15 on the beach, or at 9:00 with the Bell
Choir, or at 11:00 with the Junior and Senior choirs! Children are invited to stay
with their families in church for the Easter Services. Nursery care will be provided
for infants and toddlers.
April 8 is Church School and Youth Sunday! The children of our church will lead us
in worship, prayer and song! If you are interested in having your child participate
in any part of this service, please email me!

Also, we will be giving Bibles to our 3rd graders!
•
•

April 15 is the beginning of April vacation – no church school!
Enjoy your break!
April 22 and 29 are back to Church School

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
APRIL 8 – AFTER THE SERVICE FROM 11:30 – 12:15
APRIL 29 - FROM 4:00 – 5:00
The snow will melt, flowers will start blooming.
The promise of new life will be visible once again. Have faith!
In peace and love, Angelique

April 8 is CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY!
The children and youth of Pilgrim Church will be leading us in worship, music and prayer!
Please join us for this joyous service!
If your child would like to participate, please sign up on the link
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054daeab2aa20-youth

Check out our NEW Website
www.uccduxbury.org
Looking for information about what is going on at Pilgrim Church? Check out our new
website! There are a lot of new things, AND there is more to come! Listen to sermons, see
our up to date calendar, and see pictures of our special events and services.
It is a work in progress, but we are progressing!
____________________________________________________________

The date for Pilgrim Church 2018 Annual
Meeting has been set for Sunday, May 6th
immediately after worship. All boards and
committee’s chairs need to submit their reports to
Melissa no later than Friday, April 13th. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact the
church office.
Melissa’s email: office@uccduxbury.org

Koinonia will meet on Monday, April 9th at 2:00pm at the home of Helen Barrow. For further
information, please call Elaine Guilfoyle.

Fair Trade News
I thought this month I would share a recipe from Equal Exchange with you. As spring brings warmer
days, it’s nice to have an easy recipe on hand to serve as a light treat accompanied by fruit or ice
cream. It is made with Equal Exchange Baking Cocoa and Ecuador Dark Chocolate Bars, both of
which you can get at the Fair Trade Sales Table on April 8. Due to schedule conflicts Fair Trade
Sales will be the second Sunday in April instead of the usual 3rd Sunday. We will have plenty of
coffee, tea, olive oil, and snacks available. Enjoy the recipe.
Dark Chocolate Truffles (taken from Equal Exchange Website,
http://equalexchange.coop/recipes/dark-chocolate-truffles)
Ingredients
2 bars Equal Exchange Organic Ecuador Dark Chocolate bars, chopped into small pieces
½ c. heavy cream
1 tsp. vanilla extract
Equal Exchange Organic Baking Cocoa, for coating
Directions
In a small saucepan, simmer the heavy cream over a low heat.
Place chopped chocolate in a separate bowl. Add the heavy cream and vanilla and let stand for a few
minutes to melt the chocolate. Stir until smooth.
Let cool. Place bowl in the refrigerator for 2 hours.
When the chocolate mixture has solidified, use a teaspoon to roll out 1-inch balls. Roll them in your
hands quickly to give them an even shape. Place rounded balls on a baking sheet lined with wax
paper and let sit in the refrigerator for 8 hours (or overnight). Roll the chocolate balls in cocoa powder
until evenly coated.
Keep the truffles refrigerated until ready to serve!
Yields 30-40 truffles

Making sure Pilgrim Church is welcoming to everyone
ONA team plans upcoming discussions
All members and friends of Pilgrim Church of Duxbury are warmly invited to
attend two upcoming information sessions planned by the Open and Affirming
team.
The first session, April 10, will involve a discussion panel of gay people who will
describe what challenges they have encountered on their faith journeys. At this
session, we will hear why some LGBT people feel that some churches are not as
welcoming as they think they are.
The second session, May 8, will include parents of LGBT folks who will describe what challenges they and
their children have faced in faith communities.
Both sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings in the Vestry. Coffee and dessert will be served.
The exact time and dates of these two sessions are as follows:
Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m. - LGBT discussion panel
Tuesday, May 8, 7 p.m. - Parents of LGBT discussion Panel
Meetings like these will take place in the coming months and be posted in the Vestry and the bulletin board at
the top of the back stairs. The ONA team is also working on a presentation in June, although the exact time and
subject is yet to be worked out. One of the upcoming discussions will include a discussion by Bible scholars of
what the Old and New Testaments say about homosexuality.
The ONA team held the first of many informational sessions with the congregation Sunday, March 18. There
were over 30 people in attendance with great questions, comments, and conversations. We asked what
discussion ideas would be helpful to learn more and we shared our process of having these meetings with the
group.
We hope as many of you as possible will attend these sessions.
If you have any questions about this, or any of the work the ONA team, please feel free to contact any of its
members Lynn DeHart, chair, Nancy Kolstad, Lynne Hare, Laura Dunn and Lucy and Dwight Shepard.

Pilgrim Church Outreach Volunteerism Month
In addition to our helping hands, Pilgrim Church members have skills and experience that would be of
use to charitable organizations. As part of its mission to provide support to the community, Pilgrim's
Outreach Board invites congregants to share their experiences as volunteers.
We will be scheduling 2-3 minute presentations to take place during Sunday worship on
April 15, 22 and 29.
We would like to hear about your work and the opportunities for others to volunteer. To sign up or
learn more, please contact Lois Boericke at fboericke@comcast.net.

Visitation Team meeting on Monday April 23rd
at 10:00 in the church library. Please contact
John Brink (revjcbrink@gmail.com) if you are aware
of anyone in the congregation who would appreciate
a visit from John or a Team member.

Don and Joan Hick, long time church members, will be
moving to Connecticut this week.
Although they have been unable to attend church in
recent years, they will be remembered by many as
dedicated members of our congregation. They both served
as Moderator, on Stewardship, as well as Deacons,
Outreach, and Christian Education.
We wish them well in their new home!
Their new address is: 317 West Main Street, Apt. #1205, Chester, CT 06412

Pilgrim Church would like to bring back
'Helping Hands'
Helping hands is a mission within the church to bring home cooked meals to those in need.
This time, however, we will be using a website called mealtrain.com. Mealtrain.com
coordinates those who would like to cook with those in need.
To get mealtrain up and running, email Lucy Shepard or call with your email. Such a small
gesture means so much.
Lucy Shepard 781-422-3379, shepardlucy23@gmail.com

Important: New Building Policy
The Church Council has approved a new policy regarding
ending times for meetings in the building; all meetings
must end by 9:00pm, so that Tony Nightingale, our Sexton
can turn off all lights, and secure the building.
If there is a need to go beyond 9:00pm, please speak with
Tony to let him know who in your group will be responsible
for securing your meeting room (turn off lights and if
appropriate lock its door) and to turn off hallway lights as
you all leave.
Please also notify the church office if you needed Tony to
stay so we can authorize his overtime.
We are implementing this new policy after a lengthy discussion with PCCP about security.
We want our church to be safe and secure for everyone!
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Praise and Prayer List
People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.
Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.
Prayers of Healing
Jake Nelson
Priscilla Wonkka
Aubrey Cole
Jeannine Ferro
Carolyn Houghton
Jen Henriques-Forker
Lynn Saltzman
Barbara Schultz
Barbara Roberts
Donald Porteus
Elaine Plakias

Walter Baker
Betty Ashley
Charles Samson
Bebe Watson
Norma George
David & Lynn Tenney
Stet Howland
Janice Galka
Neil Fields
Jim Grim
Aine

Jim Pye
Wylie
Helen
Nancy
Lindsey
Emma
Bob
John
Jason
Bob W.
Laurie W.

Jill
Teagan
Bill
Nicholas
Margaret
Brandon
Sue

Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill. Bless all means
used for their recovery. Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength,
we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country
David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp,
Jeff Warrington, Brian Kelley, Andrew Shea
We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who
serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries. We pray
for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters
in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and
for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.
The Healing Prayer Ministry welcomes your prayer requests. Prayer request cards are available in the pews and
in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.

Community News
First Annual Harry Katz
Humanity in Action Program
Friday, April 13th
8:25am – 9:55am or 10:10am to 11:40 am
This program is a tribute to Harry Katz to honor his lifelong humanitarian contributions and leadership.
This year’s Humanity in Action program will feature International Institute of New England.
If you have any questions, please call 781-934-5774 ext. 5716
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Be a Super Hero to
Homeless Children
Horizons for Homeless Children is in need of volunteers in Marshfield
& Kingston.
This past year we served more than 3,750 homeless children in
Southeastern MA and Cape Cod. The need continues to grow and
you can help.
We have a need for volunteer Playpsace Activity Leaders to provide 2
hours of healing play each week to homeless children in Marshfield &
Kingston. A commitment of 2 hours a week for 6 months and training
are required.
Our next training is Saturday, April 7th 10:00AM - 1:00PM in Sandwich, MA.
HORIZONS DONATIONS NEEDED:
We also have need for donations of new toys and cleaning materials to support our Playspaces in
your area. You can find our wish list of current needs at www.horizonschildren.org/amazon.

UCC Norwell Invites You to a follow-up series…
460 Main Street, Norwell, MA

“Being Mortal”
documentary event, based on the best-selling book byDr. Atul Gawande
Monday, April 9, 6:30-8:00pm – Understanding Palliative Care and Hospice Care.
Monday, April 23, 6:30-8:00pm – Planning Ahead: Empowering Others to Fulfill Your Wishes
While You are Living and After Death.
Monday, April 30, 6:30-8:00pm – Caregiving: No Regrets
Please register by contacting Gwen Morgan at whatifworkbook@comcast.net, 781-210-2045 or
Ann Finnie at ann@footprintsholistic.com, 78-1545-2663.

Duxbury FACT News
Thank you to all who wrote letters and attended Town
Meeting to vote in support of a town-wide ban on retail
recreational marijuana businesses. The articles passed by a
wide margin.
Coming up on Tuesday, April 3rd, thanks to the Pilgrim
Church grant, FACTS and Duxbury High School PTO bring the
film "If They Had Known" to the Performing Arts Center at
7:00pm. DMS and DHS Students, parents, grandparents and
community members in Duxbury and neighboring towns are
invited to attend. This film documents Clay Soper, a
productive college student who consumed a fatal combination
of prescription drugs and alcohol. Genny and Geoff Soper,
Clay's parents, are coming to introduce the film. Please come
to show them we care, we are listening and can learn from
their tragedy. The real power comes from the conversations
that follow the film with students talking with students and
parents and grandparents talking with their kids. You all have
influence on the decisions teens make!
Only you can decide if this is right for your middle school
student. It is not graphic but it does discuss the consequences
of drugs and alcohol. Family members and friends recount
their experiences from that night and share wonderful stories of Clay and the productive path he was
on. There are moments of inspiration and education and moments of sadness. It was filmed in
Winchester MA which in many ways is like Duxbury - family values, homes, teens and everyday lives.
Clay's friends thought they did a lot of things right that night but not enough to save him. If they had
known......

Please visit Pilgrim Church April 2018 Calendar:
https://uccduxbury.org/calendar-full/?

