Pilgrim’s Progress
March 2018
From the Minister:
As February ends, we are already two weeks into Lent. Easter will arrive on April 1st, so although it may
seem premature, now is the time to talk about Easter! To prepare for this holiest of days, please plan on
attending our March 29th Maundy Thursday service at 7PM. This year the choir is adding lovely and meaningful
music. Then return Friday evening for the Good Friday Supper. Fit these into your busy schedule a! You will
not be disappointed.
Now, about Easter. We celebrate it yearly with shouts of alleluia and He is risen. We are joyous over the
empty tomb and the resurrection. This unexpected new thing that God did explodes within our hearts, flooding
us with hope and joy. But what about now? What is God up to now? We know what God did 2000 years ago but
what about now?
The new things that God did: on Christmas and on Easter, tells me that God is always in the new. As Joan
Chittister says: "Newness is where God waits for us to teach us new things." The hard part for us is that we
don't like new things. We prefer to keep doing what we know. It helps us feel in control of things. We want
stability, not change.
But control is an elusive thing. You think you have things "under control" and then something explodes
with unpredictability. The job is lost, the children suddenly struggle, the road you've been travelling with great
hope turns into dead end. Where is God and what is God doing in these moments?
God is where God was on Easter morning, doing the same thing, creating something new. God is in the
possibility that the ending of what was brings. We do not worship a God of the past. We worship and follow the
God that is still speaking. This God invites us into something new. Which is what Lent and then Easter are all
about. They invite us to reconsider what we want in life and how we want to go about life.
The God of now is not absent in the twists and turns of life; the moments of change from what was to what
can be; but is totally present...calling us to a new beginning. This God is constantly inviting us into God's
newness but never so strongly as in Lent, Easter, Advent and Christmas. As we approach Easter, I hope you will
listen, for God is calling to you.
Blessings on your Lenten journey.
See you in church. Peggy

A Message from our Minister of Visitation
Our journey through Lent to Easter continues. We are gently looking ahead to Holy Week and the Glorious
Celebration of Easter Sunday and The Resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. We will gather on Duxbury
Beach on Easter Sunday for our Sunrise Celebration.
We continue our personal practices to concentrate on and stay close to the Journey of Jesus through these 40
days. Seek the quiet place and focus your prayers on the love and care of those we know and love who are
challenged in life and health.
Take some special moments to focus your prayers upon yourself. Take these moments to release yourself from
worries and have Trust in God. Take care upon your journey and know that our Creator God is with us as we
walk with our Brother Jesus to the beauty and wonder of Easter Morning and the celebration of New Life.
Take care,
Rev. John Brink

Dear Pilgrim families,
During this unsettling and scary time in our country, there are some simple things that bring pure joy. Spending
time with your children is one of those things for me. I am grateful for your families and for your kids.
Schedules are busy, and time is challenging, but know that WHENEVER you can come spend time with us, you
are ALWAYS welcome here at Pilgrim!
As February comes to a close, we are grateful for what our children have done:
•
•
•

Our younger children warmed hearts at the Village on Valentine’s Day with care packages and
handmade cards.
Our high school youth prepared a served a delicious Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner and raised money
for our Mission Trip.
Our Confirmation class met twice and explored how to draw closer to God during Lent, including
“fasting” (at least in limited amounts) from some things – like social media, texting, sarcasm and junk
food ; and “feasting” on other things, like praying, spending time with friends and family, and reading
the Bible!

As March approaches, we look forward to other events that help deepen our relationship with God:
•
•
•
•

Our high school youth will lead us in worship on March 11, our next Youth Service.
Starting March 4, we will be collecting goods for Cradles to Crayons to be sorted and delivered on
March 24. See below for details!
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts will participate in our Scout Sunday church service on March 18, while Lois
Boericke will lead the kids in a special church school “cooking” lesson.
On Palm Sunday, our children will begin by begin our worship service while waving palms for all to
see, praising Jesus in song!

May the March winds bring some fresh air into your hearts and souls.
Peace, Angelique

Pilgrim Lenten Worship
Ash Wednesday – February 14th 7:00pm
February 18 – First Sunday of Lent at 10:00am
February 25 – Second Sunday of Lent at 10:00am
March 4 – Third Sunday of Lent at 10:00am
March 11 – Fourth Sunday of Lent at 10:00am
March 18 – Fifth Sunday of Lent at 10:00am

Palm Sunday – March 25th at 10:00am
Maundy Thursday – March 29th at 7:00pm
Good Friday – March 30th at 7:00pm

Easter Sunday:

Sunrise Service 6:15am at Duxbury Beach
9:00am and 11:00am Services at Pilgrim Church

The Youth from the Pilgrim Church of Duxbury will be
partnering with Cradles to Crayons for the month of March to
provide essential items to children in need! Stop by the church to
receive a Cradles to Crayons signature purple laundry bag to fill with your new and like-new
clothes, books and shoes, or visit our Amazon Wish List to purchase most-needed items. See link
below.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KADSOOB2G6PC
Your donations to Cradles to Crayons will directly support local children living in low-income
and homeless situations this year. Please help by spreading the word to your friends and
neighbors, and join us on Saturday, March 24th to sort through collected items!"

Koinonia will meet on Monday, March
12th at 2:00pm, at Barbara Roberts home.
Please contact Elaine Guilfoyle with any
questions.

Help Wanted
We need 12 readers for our March 29th, Maundy Thursday Service.
Interested? Please fill out this form & put it in the offering plate. OR Call the church office and tell Melissa or
Kathy you are interested. Thank you.
I would like to be a Maundy Thursday reader:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Email address: ________________________________ Phone #_______________________

Help Make a Wish Come True
Emma Lyttle is the 14-year-old granddaughter of Geri Holden, who was our Sunday School Superintendent
until she moved to Plymouth. Geri still takes part in Koinonia. Emma and her family live with Geri and her
husband. Last summer Emma had a serious allergic reaction to a medication resulting in severe burns inside and
outside her body. Many of us who hold Emma in our prayers have wanted to do more to help but did not know
how. Now, in response to this question, Geri has sent an appeal.
Emma's last few months have been pretty rough, 5 surgeries, a lot of hospital stays, most of January spent in
MGH. Feeding tube into her stomach, as she keeps losing weight due to her injured esophagus. Emma was
granted a wish through Make A Wish to go to Disney World. She wants to go, but her eyes hurt too much to be
in sunlight or the bright lights at night. She needs special lenses that medical insurance is refusing to cover. Her
Dr. at Mass Eye and Ear who specializes in cornea burns told Jen (Emma's mother) these lenses would make a
huge difference in light sensitivity. They are Prose lenses, which are prosthetic replacement of the ecosystems
of her eyes and are extremely expensive. The goal of the lenses is to give Emma the chance to see Disney and
have fun. And, just to have no pain in her eyes, to hold her head up, not wear large military sun glasses and to
try to live a normal life. This is our prayer for her.
The family has set up "The Emmaline Lyttle Benefit Account" at Rockland Trust Bank, 1965038845, for
anyone wanting to make a donation towards the lenses.
If you feel you would like to help I just know how much it would be appreciated.
Sandra Bondlow

Pilgrim’s Pantry donations are always needed and
appreciated! Currently we need: canned chicken,
beef stew, soups, canned fruits and vegetables,
peanut butter, pasta, sauce, juices (no glass
containers).
Please put the items in the baskets next to the
pantry cabinets. We thank you for your continued
generosity!

The date for Pilgrim Church 2018 Annual
Meeting has been set for Sunday, May 6th
immediately after worship. All boards and
committees need to submit their reports to Melissa
no later than Friday, April 13th. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact the church
office. Melissa’s email: office@uccduxbury.org

Should Pilgrim Church Become “ONA”?
What is ONA? ONA is shorthand for Open and Affirming, the
designation the United Church of Christ uses to describe member
churches that have voted to adopt public statements welcoming
people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and gender
expressions.
Over 30 years ago, the UCC at a national meeting, adopted a
resolution that urges congregations to declare themselves open and
affirming to gay, lesbian, and bisexual people in the full life and ministry of the church.
Seven years ago, transgender people were added to in this group.
Unlike some denominations, the UCC does not issue orders that require local churches to
take certain steps. Through the actions of its General Synod, the UCC sets examples that it
hopes congregations will follow. In 1985, the Synod voted to urge congregations to adopt
ONA “welcoming statements.” On the South Shore, most UCC churches have already voted
to become open and affirming. Last year, Pilgrim Church voted to allow anyone to be
married in our sanctuary regardless of sexual preference. To date, however, we have not
voted to issue a specific welcome to LGBT people.
Why is it important that our church adopt a welcoming statement? What would it mean for
us to be officially ONA? These and many other questions will be addressed in a process of
study this spring and fall. Please join us in the vestry on the following Sundays immediately
after worship.

Session 1: March 18: Why do we need to adopt ONA?

Fair Trade
Thank you, Pilgrim Peeps, for your support of Fair Trade during February. While we wondered if
having fair trade on a holiday weekend at the beginning of Winter Break would be a good idea, you
pulled through and made it a great sale day!
This month we would like to talk about Equal Exchange Teas. We offer 7- 8 different varieties of
Black, Green, and Herbal tea. EE’s teas are organically grown on small farms not large plantations.
This allows the farmers to have more say in the whole process of planting, growing, and setting
market prices.
Along with the health benefits of drinking tea, EE tea bags, tags, and strings are compostable.
Check out more information about Equal Exchange Tea at http://equalexchange.coop/products/tea
and come to the Fair Trade table on March 18. We can help you pick out a tea and answer any
questions about how to brew a good cup of tea.
See around the Fair Trade table,
The Fair Trade Ministry Team

Search Committee Update
The first question we ask candidates is “what attracted you to
Pilgrim Church?”. Here are some of the answers we receive.
— “You want to be engaging and relevant in ministry and
have the passion to do the work to get there”
— “It appears to me that you are on the cusp of something big and I want to be part of that”
— “You have some good things going for you, very busy with Mission Outreach”
— “Your Covenant of Christian Communication is great! You are unique in this area”
February was another busy month for the Sr. Minister Search Committee. We were in contact with six
candidates and are focusing on individuals that meet our requirements to move on to a second round of
discussions. The early part of March will be filled with phone calls to References for these candidates. We are
currently scheduling second round interviews during the last half of March. With all of this activity, we
received four new profiles to consider. The total number of candidates that have applied for our Sr. Minister
position is now 35.
Thank you for all your prayers! We can feel your presence and support and it shows through to our candidates
during interviews.
Pilgrim Church Senior Minister Search Committee:
Jan Zabilski, Mark Barrington, Jane Arkema, Guy Holbrook IV, Tom Sinnott,
Rod Clark (chair), Sue Bradford (co-chair), Heather Edwards (secretary), and Judy Gibbs (chaplain)

Young Singers:
Junior Choir has begun special rehearsals for the Palm Sunday Processional Music. This year's song will be
multigenerational and include the Senior Choir in instrumental and vocal support. The Junior Choir will also
perform on Easter Sunday at 11:00 am. Children are still welcome to join.
I would like to thank Paige Homan (a member of Bell Ringers) for the beautiful job she did singing the “Lord's
Prayer” on Youth Sunday February 11. Angelique and I encourage other youth from Middle School on up to
share their musical talents during church services.
Senior Choir:
Rehearsals for the Holy Week services have begun. This year the choir will be singing two anthems on Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday, as well as their anthems on Palm Sunday and Easter at the 11:00 am service. This
music is very expressive and portrays the emotions of each of these major events of our Christian Faith. Please
plan to attend these services and take the journey with Jesus thru his last week.
Bell Ringers:
The Bell Ringers under the direction of Susan Homan have been providing beautiful music all year on the third
Sunday of the month. Besides the third Sunday in March they will also be playing on Easter Sunday April 1 at
the 9:00 am service.
Concert Announcement:
Pilgrim Church is hosting the “Friends in Song” in a concert in our sanctuary Friday, March 9, 2018, at 7:00
pm. The group has performed here before and includes as members Carol Cybulska and Lynne Hare. This year's
concert is entitled “Till All the Seas Gang Dry: Shanties and Celtic Songs”. Following the concert the Music
Board is hosting a St. Patrick's theme reception in the Vestry to greet the performers. Come and enjoy the music
and the community reception following.
Marcia
Marcia Ritschard-Sell, Interim Choir Director/Organist
(music@uccduxbury.org)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND SAVE
THE DATE ~ Saturday, May 5th
Once again Pilgrim Church will hold our
very popular PROGRESSIVE DINNER!
More information and signups will appear
as the date approaches!

Duxbury Interfaith Council
2018 SPRING HOLIDAY BASKET PROJECT
The Outreach Committee of the Duxbury Interfaith Council is planning the Spring Holiday food basket project
to distribute holiday meals to our less fortunate neighbors. This has become a major community endeavor,
and we are asking for your help. We thank you for your continued support, as do over 130 recipient families.

HOW TO HELP?
DONATIONS OF MONEY: Please make check payable to the Duxbury Interfaith Council and mail to P.O. Box
1161, Duxbury, MA 02331.
DONATIONS OF FOOD: Please drop off all non-perishable items at Holy Family Church, 601 Tremont Street, by
Saturday, March 24th
Non-perishable donations needed:
● Canned Goods: Yellow and Green vegetables, Cranberry Sauce, Canned Gravy
● Juice: Non-frozen concentrated juice mix
● Packaged Dessert Mixes: Quick Bread, Muffins, Brownie, Cake & Frosting
● Baked Goods: Cookies, Brownies, Squares, Cupcakes, Quick Breads, and Pies.
Baked Goods should be dropped off no later than 3:00 pm on Monday, March 26th.
**No food donations in glass containers and within expiration dates, please.
There is always an enormous need for home-style baked goods for the Spring Baskets. Please consider
baking from scratch or purchasing from a local supermarket bakery. These goods add a personal touch to
the baskets.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
BASKET ASSEMBLY: At Holy Family Church Parish Center, 601 Tremont St.
Tuesday, March 27th 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon and Wednesday March 28th from 9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
BASKET PICKUP/DELIVERY: Most recipients pick up their baskets. We need help loading the baskets into cars
and delivering baskets on Wednesday, March 28th.d from 12:00 – 4:00 pm (strong adults only) Deliveries
begin at 1:00 pm.

Praise and Prayer List
People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.
Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.
Prayers of Healing
Ellen Barrett

Priscilla Wonkka

Joan

Aubrey Cole

Wylie

Helen

Nancy

Lindsey

Emma

Bob

Bob W

Carolyn Houghton

John

Jeannine Ferro

Jason

Walter Baker

Laurie W.

Jill

Barbara Schultz

Betty Ashley

Jim Grim

Stet Howland

Janice Galka

Teagan

Neil Fields

Bill

Nicholas

Barbara Roberts

Jen Henriques-Forker Bebe Watson

Ross

Elaine Plakias

Margaret

Brandon

Donald Porteus

Jim Pye

Lynn Saltzman

Norma George

Lucy Koenig

Aine

Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill. Bless all means
used for their recovery. Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength,
we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Prayers of comfort and solace for the family and friends of David Ryder, brother to Lynn DeHart.
Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country
David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp,
Jeff Warrington, Brian Kelley, Andrew Shea
We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all
those who serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers, and
missionaries. We pray for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless
brothers and sisters in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians
throughout the world, and for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.
The Healing Prayer Ministry welcomes your prayer requests. Prayer request cards are available in the pews
and in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.

March
4

Elise Gardner

4

Madeleine Sampson

6

Matthew Curran

6

Richard Lindaberry

7

Elaine Plakias

13

Ronnie Sherwin

27

Nicholas Kania

29

Annie White

29

Joanne Morton

31

Bonnie Wonkka

Easter Lilies
Share your Easter Joy and help decorate the sanctuary with Easter lilies for our Easter services on April 1st.
Please check one:

In Memory of_____________

In Honor of________________

Name of Honoree: ______________________________________________________
Please check one: I Will Donate: _________ Pick Up: ___________
Given By: ____________________________________________________________
Lilies should be picked up directly after the 11AM service at church April 1st. Donated lilies will go to
church members in our thoughts and prayers. Please send your donation (there is no specific amount – it is up
to individual discretion) with this form to: Pilgrim Church, P.O. Box 186, Duxbury, MA 02331, drop off at the
church office, or place in the Sunday offering plate.

PILGRIM CHURCH MUSIC BOARD HOSTS:
“Friends in Song”
FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH ~ 7:00 P.M.
in the Sanctuary

A St. Patrick's Day themed Reception
immediately follows in the Vestry

Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10:00am in the Library
Led by Rev. Tom Ritschard-Sell
Come to talk about questions raised by next Sundays Lectionary reading.
You can attend as your schedule permits! Call the church office if you have any questions.

