Pilgrim’s Progress
December 2017
At my house the oak trees are stubbornly hanging onto their leaves, making the number that cover my lawn a
mystery to me. How is it possible to have trees full of brown leaves and a lawn full of them too? I am tempted
to consider that a nefarious troll of the fall comes each night to spread them. Then, out of nowhere comes a
thought about the abundance of leaves there must be on each and every tree…and I give thanks for that.
As the days shorten and darkness enfolds us for more and more hours, it is easy to get grumpy, to wish things
were different, or to be in a different place. As the daylight become what seem to be a blip in 24 hours and the
night wears on and on, it is tempting to curse the darkness and to want to skip right over winter and get back to
summer. But we know that the winter is necessary for spring and summer. The rest that it gives the earth is
essential and knowing this we give thanks for that which we don’t like.
In the same way, the weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas are essential. Not because they give us time
to buy presents, go to parties and recitals, but because they give us the gift of time.
As November turns into December, days turn from sunny to grey and cool breezes turn to biting winds. The
gardens we love die and streets grow silent as death. The earth rests, and we have a choice to make: Fight it
with light and noise, give in to it and burrow deep under the covers, or take note of what is happening around us
and ponder the mystery of it all.
Advent is the church season when we ponder the deep meanings of the seasons’ stories…what they are telling
us…how we can apply them to our lives…and how we can go deeper in our faith through this exploration. As
we engage in this journey we are preparing ourselves for great the mystery of the birth of Jesus with new eyes
and ears…with hearts open not just to accept him but to accept the changes his birth within our hearts can bring.
So, as you wander the aisles of actual or virtual stores looking for the perfect Christmas gifts this year, I pray
that you walk the aisles of our church each Sunday as well. For truly, it is in this place that the perfect gift will
be given to all who would receive it.
See you in Church!
Rev. Peggy

A Message from the Minister of Visitation
Advent is a time of wonder. A time to pause and feel the Presence of Jesus Christ with us. A time to pause and
be ready for the most wonderful gift, the most amazing blessing we will receive in our lives.
We are to celebrate the Birth of Jesus, fully human, fully alive.
The wonderous gift we also receive is the gift of the assurance of Jesus in our lives. In the busy times ahead in
our wonderful Christmas Season, pause and be still to feel and know Jesus is with you, with us all. This is a gift
we value beyond our imagination.
May your Advent and Christmas journey and celebration be a time of Joy, Peace and Thankfulness.
Merry Christmas to you all. Have a wonderful Advent and Christmas celebration.
Rev. John

Holiday Services at Pilgrim Church
We have some changes to the holiday service times this year

PILGRIM CHURCH OF DUXBURY
Advent & Christmas Worship Services

Pilgrim Church welcomes you to worship with us
during December at our Advent and Christmas Services.

Sunday Advent Worship
Sundays, December 3, 10, & 24 -- 10:00am
Sunday, December 17th
Christmas Pageant Service – 10:00 AM
The children of the Pilgrim Church proclaim the
Good News of Christ’s birth through reading, drama,
song and prayer.

Sunday, December 24, 2017
Regular Sunday Worship Service - 10:00AM

Family Christmas Eve – 4:00 PM
The Christmas story in words and cards for the young
and young at heart.

Lessons, Carols & Candlelight - 8:30 PM
A traditional service, telling the Christmas story through song and scripture,
and celebrating the coming of God’s light into the world.
Come early for our extended music prelude at 8:00pm.

Ch
hristmas Poinsettiass
Share your Christmas Spirit and help decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias for the 10:00am service on
December 24th (Fourth Sunday of Advent service). If you wish to give a poinsettia in memory/honor of a loved
one, please indicate the honoree’s name(s) and whether you would like to pick up your plant or donate it for
delivery to a shut in or person in need.
________ In memory of

________ In honor of

Name of Honoree(s):
_________________________________________________________________________________________

I will: ______________Donate
______________Pick Up
Given By:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The above names will be in the Fourth Sunday of Advent bulletin, December 24th 10:00am service.
Poinsettias should be picked up after the 10:00am service at the church. Please send this form and your
donation to Pilgrim Church, P.O. Box 186, Duxbury, MA 02331 or put it in the Sunday offering plate.
Thank you for your participation.
Merry Christmas!

The Senior Minister Search Committee Update
The Pilgrim Church Profile has been live on the employment
opportunities portal of the UCC national website for two weeks. The
response from candidates has been very good! We have received 12
Ministerial Profiles, and several are from outside the New England
area. We are evaluating the profiles and will be moving to interviews
soon. The names of the candidates will be held in strict confidence
within our committee. We trust that God will guide both our candidates
and the members of our committee. We will make every effort to keep
you informed about our progress and ask you to pray for us regularly.

Duxbury Interfaith Giving Tree
The Duxbury Interfaith Giving Tree will be in the hallway by the church offices
during the week and in the Vestry on Sundays.
Unwrapped gifts must be returned by December 17th.

Music Messages

Young Musicians:
We'd like to “Thank” Ella Edwards for starting us off so beautifully with a piano arrangement of When the
Saints Go Marching In for the Prelude on Youth Sunday, Nov. 12th. I have spoken to other young
musicians and they will perform on Youth Sundays in the coming months. They will also be featured
playing for the Pageant Dec. 17th at the 10:00 AM and at the Family Christmas Eve Service Dec. 24th at
4:00 PM.
We've had some young singers step forward, as well. I will be working with them on a special song for
the Pageant and possibly the 4:00 PM service on Christmas Eve. High School soloists performing during
the Christmas Season will be Kelsey DeWolfe and Christie Murphy.
Instrumentalists:
Lynne Devnew will be playing recorder on Christmas Eve. If there are any other instrumentalists out
there “hiding their light under a bushel”, please feel free to call or email me, Sop1Voice@gmail.com
Senior Choir has picked up some seasonal singers. We are very happy to welcome them, and we thank
them for sharing their talents!! If you haven't participated before consider it for the future.
Marcia Ritschard-Sell, interim choir director/organist

Advent Devotional Books

Advent Devotional books will be available at both entrances and in the Vestry on
Sunday, December 3rd. They will be in the church office during the week.
And for those of you that enjoy The Daily Bread, the December/January/February issue
has arrived. They are in the office hallway.

FAITH AND FICTION
Laura Dunn
We continue our discussion of works of fiction that reflect the challenges of
immigrants or non-Christians assimilating into a largely Christian American culture.
December’s meeting will focus on award-winning author Elizabeth Strout’s novel
The Burgess Boys about a depressed former mill town in Maine with a substantial
influx of Somali refugees. The plot is set in motion when a teenage boy throws a
frozen pig’s head through the door of a local Somali mosque during Ramadan.
We will meet in the parlor at 7 pm on Tuesday, December 19th.
A limited number of books will be on reserve at Westwinds for our group. Please
email me at laurawalkerdunn@gmail.com for more information if you are
interested in attending this December meeting. Prior participation is not required.
All are welcome.

Outreach Board Update

As a follow-up to the recent grant distribution, Crossroads (a.k.a. Camp Wing) will be in the in
the Parlor following worship on December 3rd to discuss volunteer opportunities over the winter.
Options range from helping with interview skills and reviewing college applications to speaking
about your personal college experience and career path and hosting students at your workplace.
The specifics include dates and locations are listed on the next page. We have provided them
with our treasures (the grant), this is a chance to add our time and talents to support this
wonderful program.

Wow! Thank You Pilgrim Church peeps! We were blown away by your response to November’s African
Relief Fund Challenge. Almost all the artisan items were sold. The few remaining items will be for sale at our
December events.
You also can celebrate as of November, with the inclusion of our food product sales, that Pilgrim Church has
achieved over $20,000 in Fair Trade sales since it’s beginning! Congrats on reaching this milestone.
In December we will offer many artisan made items from SERRV, perfect for gift giving. We won’t tell if you
decide it is a gift to yourself! Last year we had such a great response to artisan products that we decided to
expand the number of items from which to choose - more ornaments, more scarves, more jewelry, more
nativities, along with some fun items for the home or office. SERRV, a non-profit, fair trade organization, is
dedicated to the “mission of eradicating poverty wherever it resides by providing opportunity and support to
artisans and farmers worldwide”. You can find out more about SERRV at
https://www.serrv.org/category/about-us.
There will be two opportunities in December to buy Fair Trade. We will be in the Vestry after church on
December 3 and 17. Our Fair Trade food products from Equal Exchange make great gifts and stocking stuffers.
We have a selection of Teas for the tea lover, Hot Cocoa Mix for the “sitting by the fire” lover, Chocolate Bars
for the chocolate addict, Olive Oil (EVOO) for the chefs in your family, Baking Cocoa for the baker who
makes all the Christmas cookies, along with many more fair traded, organic products. Want to put together a
group of items for giving? We will be happy to help you pair items and make suggestions.
Think alternative gifts this Holiday Season and spread the Joy and Love!
See you around the Fair Trade table and remember to bring your checkbook!
The Fair Trade Ministry Team wishes you
Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings in the New Year.

Care Packages for College Students
If you have a child or grandchild in college and you would
like them to receive a care package from the Youth Group,
please email or call Angelique
youthdir@pilgrimchurchofduxbury.org or 781-934-6591
by Friday, December 1st.

Dear Pilgrim families,
I give thanks for a blessing-filled November:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

There were 21 kids at our first Confirmation class!
We went on our Confirmation retreat with 14 of our FANTASTIC confirmands and 2 other AWESOME
chaperones in Charlton, MA for a thought-provoking, faith building, super-fun 24 hours!
Thirteen middle schoolers and two brave parents got together on Saturday morning in the church
kitchen and made tons of baked good for the Interfaith Thanksgiving baskets!
The 3Four5 Youth Group beautifully decorated 4 dozen cookies that the middle schoolers had baked
the day before and they were delivered to the Interfaith Thanksgiving baskets!
Several of our high schoolers helped sort all the canned goods at Holy Family for the Interfaith
Thanksgiving baskets!
Our children discerned that the “Loud Offering” collection will be divided between the Make a Wish
Foundation and Common Hope, a Guatemalan charity!
I love seeing SO MANY KIDS on SUNDAYS! They bring great joy!

I am grateful for a rich December:
December 3 – Christmas pageant roles determined during church school!
Any adult or teen who would like to participate in the pageant, we welcome you! It is always so helpful to have
someone to help “guide” the younger angels, shepherds and townspeople! Please let me know if you are
interested as soon as possible.
x
x
x
x

Middle School Youth group AFTER CHURCH!
3Four5 Youth group AFTER CHURCH!
Confirmation Class 4:00 – 5:00 in the Youth Room
High School Youth Group 5:00 – 6:00 in the Youth Room

Sunday, December 10 – Youth Service - high schoolers can sign up to participate
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054daeab2aa20-youth
-

Christmas Pageant walk-through in sanctuary IMMEDIATELY AFTER CHURCH!

Saturday, December 16, 10:00 – 11:00 am - MANDATORY DRESS REHEARSAL FOR PAGEANT
Sunday, December 17 10:00 am – PAGEANT!!! ** PARTICIPANTS SHOULD ARRIVE BY 9:15
Sunday, December 24 10:00 am – 4th Sunday of Advent, no church school, nursery care available
4:00 pm – Christmas Eve family service – no nursery care
8:30 pm – Lessons, Carols & Candlelight – no nursery care
I wish everyone a peaceful and blessed Advent season. I look forward to sharing the joy, peace hope and love
with you and your families.
Angelique

Confirmation Mentors Needed
We will have our Confirmand-Mentor lunch meeting on Sunday, January 21 after the service. We have
upwards of 21 Confirmands this year which means – WE NEED MENTORS!!! This is a beautiful part of Pilgrim
Church’s confirmation program where each Confirmand gets paired with an adult Mentor, starting in January.
Understanding that finding time to meet is always an issue, we have a “built in” meeting time arranged after
each month’s Second Sunday Youth service, before their Confirmation class. Other meeting times are up to
you! Ultimately, the most important thing is that we put the words we say at baptisms into action, “we
promise to pray for, support and love you.” Share your love of God with our Youth!

Koinonia Christmas Gathering
Koinonia will be celebrating at our annual Christmas Party
on Monday, December 11th at 2:00pm, in the Church
Vestry.
bring your joys and concerns, some refreshment to share and a
Please b
used by not abused wrapped gift for our Yankee Swap. If you have any
questions, please contact Elaine Guilfoyle.

PINE STREET
Perhaps you didn't know that Pine Street does more than serve meals and offer a bed to homeless men and
women. Recently I received their Fall newsletter. I would like to share the beginning part with you.
"Wearing caps and gowns and marching to "Pomp and Circumstance", close to 100 men and women who
completed job training programs in food services or housekeeping received certificates of achievement at Pine
Street's Graduation and Celebration of Housing in June. Some graduates were homeless, others were recently
housed--all have experienced significant life challenges. For many, this was the first celebration of an
achievement they have experienced in their lifetime."
Pine Street offers so much more that we are not even aware of to so many who suffer in so many ways. They
give people a chance to renew their lives, to change, to have hope. We at Pilgrim Church help a little by
serving a meal one time a month. The next opportunity to do this is on Friday, December 22. If you, your
family, your friends would be interested in helping, please contact me either by email, sbondlow@yahoo.com or
phone 781-934-0616. Serving begins at 5:00 and ends at 6:00. Thank you so much for your support.

Hospitality News
Please check your supply of dish towels at home as we are missing at least 10 from the drawer in the kitchen.
A light green tablecloth is also among the missing!
We are in need of a can opener (hand-held preferred) and stainless-steel knives and forks if you have a set of
flatware to donate. Thank you.

Movie Night at Pilgrim Church
Friday night films with friends The Deacons will be hosting an
upcoming movie night at Church in January.
Wear your comfiest clothes (PJs are encouraged)
and bring along your pillow and blankie.
We'll have popcorn for all. Our first flic is about an underdog football
team and their coach's struggles. It will warm your heart, grow your
faith, and bring us all together for some cozy fun!
Stay tuned for the release of the exact date in January.

Duxbury Interfaith Council Holiday Baskets
The Outreach Committee of the Duxbury Interfaith Council is planning the Winter Holiday food basket project to
distribute holiday meals and gifts to our less fortunate neighbors. This has become a major community endeavor,
and we are asking for your help. We thank you for your continued support, as do over 100 recipient families.
Here is how you can help:
Donations of Money: Please make check payable to the Duxbury Interfaith Council and mail to: PO Box 1161,
Duxbury, MA 02331.
Donations of Non-perishable food: We will have a basket in the side entrance of the church until Sunday,
December 17th.
Canned goods: yellow & green vegetables, cranberry sauce, canned gravy
Juice: non-frozen concentrated juice mix
Packaged Dessert Mixes: Quick Bread, muffins, brownie, cake & frosting
Donations of Baked Goods: Please drop off baked goods at Holy Family Church on Monday, December 18th
9:00am-12:00pm or Tuesday, December 19th 9:00am – 12:00pm.
Baked Goods Needed: Cookies, Brownies, Squares, Cupcakes, Quick Breads, Pies, & Cakes
**Please no food donations in glass containers & within expiration dates.

CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER
December 25, 2017
The Church Hill United Methodist Church in Norwell extends an invitation to the South Shore Community
to our annual Christmas Day Dinner. This dinner is for any individual, couple, or family, including children,
who would otherwise be alone on this special holiday. The dinner is free. We will gather at 12 noon for
appetizers. A family style turkey dinner will be served at 12:30 pm, followed by a sing-along and dessert.
Plan to stay until approximately 2:00 pm. ALL ARE WELCOME!
To make a reservation for dinner, please call the church office:
781-826-4763. Transportation will be provided if needed.
The church is located at the intersection of River and Church Streets in Norwell. The Fellowship Center
address is 11 Church Street, Norwell. You do not need to be a resident of Norwell to attend! The
wonderful warm fellowship, entertainment, and fabulous turkey dinner will be a memory you will never
forget.

December
12 Abby Edwards
13 Priscilla MacCallum
22 Darren DeWolf
23 Fletcher Sampson

May each of you be gifted with God’s blessings on your special day and always!
If you would like to have your birthday in the newsletter, please contact Melissa office@uccduxbury.org
and you will be added to the list!

Check out our new website!

uccduxbury.org
Let us know what you think!

Connections
by Laura Walker Dunn

E.G.O.
In a recent sermon Rev. John said something that grabbed my attention: “Jesus calls us to be
sincere.” Sincere. There’s a word you don’t hear much these days. We hear “be real” maybe,
but not “be sincere.” And what does that mean exactly? Is Jesus asking us to be true to
ourselves, to be our authentic selves? And are we to rely on our own sense of self to make our
way in life?
Last month, Rev. Peggy’s sermon series on the parable “The Prodigal Son” brought me closer
to understanding what Jesus is calling us to do. In the parable the older brother thought he was
leading the dutiful life meeting all his obligations, and he expects to be rewarded. He is
outraged when his father instead heaps rewards on his wayward brother. It’s a rude awakening
for the older brother, but what he doesn’t realize is that his sense of righteousness is his sense of
self-righteousness. He wants to be rewarded for his own striving to do good; in fact, as Rev.
Peggy pointed out, he feels entitled.
Spiritual writer Richard Rohr describes what’s going on here: “The ego clearly prefers an
economy of merit, where we can divide the world into winners and losers, to an economy of
grace, where merit or worthiness loses all meaning.” In an economy of grace, he writes, “all the
glory goes to God.” We’ll never know if the older son in the story changes his mind, but I’m
pretty sure he will remain angry and resentful until he takes to heart his father’s words: “Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.”
Over the years I’ve learned the hard way that relying solely on myself is not the answer. In fact,
when I try to solve my problems entirely on my own, I fail. When my go-to is my ego, I
discover that my need to be in control, my need to be right and my need for recognition for my
righteousness often serve as road blocks. I end up cranky, at times even miserable. And it’s then
that I am reminded of a slogan that explains why I’m so unhappy: EGO=Edging God Out.

So, back to Jesus’ call to be sincere. When we give up our need to be right all the time, our
need for control and our need for recognition and reward, and we open ourselves to God’s love
so freely and graciously given for us all—then we are all winners. We are living a “sincere” life,
sharing with others and dwelling in the abundance of God’s love and grace.

Praise and Prayer List
People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.
Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.
Prayers of Healing
Laura
David Ryder
Emma
John
WŚǇůůŝƐ'ƵƉƚŝůů
:ŝŵ'ƌŝŵ
dŽŶŝ&ŝĞůĚƐ

Priscilla Wonkka
Trudi Lampe
Bob Merry
:ĞĂŶŶŝŶĞ&ĞƌƌŽ
>ĂƵƌŝĞt͘
^ƚĞƚ,ŽǁůĂŶĚ
ŝůů

Joan
EĂŶĐǇ
Žďt
:ĂƐŽŶ
:ŝůů
:ĂŶŝĐĞ'ĂůŬĂ
EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ

Anna Cole Lindsey
Carolyn Houghton
Walter Baker
Richard Linden
Teagan
Barbara Roberts

Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill. Bless all means
used for their recovery. Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength,
we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country
David Whitney, Jackson Sinnott, Christian Clapp, Jeff Warrington,
Dr. Peter S. Hedberg, Brian Kelley
We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those
who serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries.
We pray for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers
and sisters in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout
the world, and for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.
The Healing Prayer Ministry welcomes your prayer requests. Prayer request cards are available in the pews
and in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.
Also, if you would like to a visit or conversation with our Minister of Visitation, Rev. John Brink, please call the
office.

Events for December 2017
« November

January »

SUNDAY

MONDAY

26

TUESDAY

27
7

28

WEDNESDAY
29

Hanging of the Greens

7:00 pm - Council Meeting

1:30 pm - Bookworms

6:30 pm - Bell Choir

10:00 am - Worship &

7:00 pm - Search

7:00 pm - Faith & Fiction

7:00 pm - Women’s AA

Baptism

Committee

3

First Sunday of Advent

4

7:00 pm - Deacon’s Meeting

5

6

6:30 pm - Outreach

12:30 pm - Pilgrim Bridge

10:00 am -

Meeting

6:30 pm - Bell Choir

Worship/Communion

7:00 pm - PCCP & Trustee

7:00 pm - Women’s AA

11:00 am - Fair Trade Sale

Board Meeting

10

Second Sunday of Advent

11

12

13

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

30

1

7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal

SATURDAY
2

10:00 am - PCCP Holiday
Party

7

8

9

15

16

22

23

7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal

14

2:00 pm - Koinonia

6:30 pm - Outreach

6:30 pm - Bell Choir

12:00 pm - Vestry Use

10:00 am - Worship/Youth

7:00 pm - Open & Afxrming

7:00 pm - CE Meeting

7:00 pm - Women’s AA

7:00 pm - PCCP Board

Sunday

Meeting

7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal

11:00 am - Pageant

7:00 pm - Trustee Meeting

Rehearsal
4:00 pm - Girl Scouts
17

Third Sunday of Advent

18

19

7:00 pm - Council Meeting

20

6:30 pm - Bell Choir

10:00 am - Christmas

21

7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal

7:00 pm - Women’s AA

Pageant Service
11:00 am - Fair Trade Sale
24

Fourth Sunday of Advent &

25

Christmas Day

26

1:30 pm - Bookworms

27

28

29

7:00 pm - Women’s AA

30

12:00 pm - The Pilgrim

Christmas Eve

Pantry

10:00 am - Worship
4:00 pm - Family Service
8:30 pm - Candlelight
Service
31

10:00 am - Worship &

1

7:00 pm - Deacon’s Meeting

2

3

4

5

6

12:30 pm - Pilgrim Bridge

Baptism

« November

January »
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