
 

Pilgrim’s Progress 
June 2017 

 

From the Senior Interim: 
I recently rediscovered a quote that first caught my attention over 15 years ago. It is from poet and philosopher, 

Mark Nepo: 

"Each person is born with an unencumbered spot, free of expectation and regret, free of ambition and 

embarrassment, free of fear and worry, an umbilical spot of grace where we were first touched by God. It is this 

spot of grace that issues peace.... To know this spot of inwardness is to know who we are, not by surface 

markers of identity, not by where we work or what we wear or how we like to be addressed but by feeling our 

place in relation to the Infinite and by inhabiting it. This is a hard-lifelong task, for the nature of becoming is a 

constant filming over of where we begin while the nature of being is a constant erosion of what it not essential. 

We each live in the midst of this ongoing tension, growing tarnished or covered over only to be worn back to 

that incorruptible spot of grace at our core." 

The image of an unencumbered/umbilical spot of grace that issues peace and through which we know who we 

are, and I would add whose we are, is lovely. This spot emboldens/humbles...energizes/comforts...and 

strengthens/reminds us of our fragility. 

I appreciate Nepo's honesty about this spot. Having nothing to do with outward appearance or status, it is not 

easily found. It is an internal place of grace that we have to find. The finding is a lifelong task through which we 

reconnect with God. 

But my favorite part of what Nepo says is: "this is a hard-lifelong task for the nature of becoming is a constant". 

This normalizes the struggle. He tells us it is the nature of "becoming" for us to get cluttered with the things of 

life but it is also the nature of being to shed what is not essential. 

Perhaps it is because we live by the ocean, but as I re-read this quote I imagined the waves coming up the beach 

and receding, again and again, for eternity and how this is a perfect example of the covering and uncovering 

cycles we live within. How we walk the beach to see what is new and what is missing and feel renewed in the 

process. 

This is the spiritual way, the path of discovery of our connection with and to God. It is the path to discovering 

our original and ongoing relationship with God and it is the church's path as well. It was the Pilgrim's path and 

it is ours. 

Peace and Blessings, Rev. Peggy 



News from the Associate Minister 

    It is May 30th and I am writing this article for the newsletter. My desk is overflowing 

with final youth mission trip payments and forms for Camp Restore. In 28 days 42 of us 

will leave on Jet Blue bound for New Orleans. We will exit the airport and trek to the 

rental car location. When the airport doors slide open our youth will exclaim, “wow it is 

hot hot hot here.” The chaperones will laugh and we will gently remind the youth about 

water bottles and sunscreen.  

We will work on houses in the morning and volunteer in the afternoons. We will eat 

breakfast and dinner with 200 plus other youth and chaperones. We will try to sleep at night 

and pray that the associate minister’s snoring does not keep everyone awake! We will meet 

new friends and hang out with folks we have known awhile. We will laugh and we may cry that last night. We 

will be perhaps a little overwhelmed at some of the things we see that are different from our home. We will take 

a day and go to Biloxi, Mississippi to see the white sandy beach and feel warm water on our toes. Our 

chaperones will relax! We will eat the best Southern BBQ you can find at The Shed in Ocean Springs, 

Mississippi. Sunday, we will worship with the UCC church in downtown New Orleans and hold hands at the 

close of worship singing This Little Light of Mine. We will return Monday July 3rd changed and bonded as a 

team with grateful hearts!  

 If you would like to write an encouraging note to the folks (chaperones included) on the youth mission 

trip, the mailbox is in the narthex. We all love getting mail! We will come back and tell you all about our trip at 

the service on June 9th! I hope everyone has a wonderful summer filled with family time…. cook outs on the 

beach.... vacations…and lots of sunny days!  

Blessings always!  

Peace, 

Rev. Emily J. Kellar 

 

       

 

       Pilgrim Church School Update 

        Here is the update on Pilgrim Church School as we  

        approach summer: 

        June 4, 11, 18 - One room schoolhouse for grades K - 8.   

        Nursery and Pre-K will be combined for childcare. 

 

          Special note - On June 11, we will be giving out Bibles                

          our 3rd graders.  If you have a 3rd grader and haven't     

                                    received an email from me regarding this, please Angelique               

                                    know! 

 

                 June 25th through September 3rd ~ 9:00AM SUMMER SERVICE!!    

ONLY pre-k and Nursery care available. 

 

 

 



 

  Baccalaureate Service at Pilgrim Church 

The Duxbury Interfaith Council is hosting this year’s Baccalaureate 

Service Thursday, June 1st 7:00pm at Pilgrim Church.  Duxbury 

clergy, parents, students, and the community will gather for this annual 

service honoring the gifts of graduating seniors in a spiritual, faith 

based setting.  Light refreshments will be served in the Vestry 

immediately following the service.   

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Senior Class of 2017 

The members and friends of Pilgrim Church join in congratulating all  

our graduating high school seniors: 

 

Chandler Berry   Carlin Bettencourt  Libby Bullinger 

David Gardner   Michael Gill   Maya Guinen 

Alexandra Heppenstall  Max Kalil   Philip Morse 

Harrison Price   Ella Romanelli  Tobias Schaeffer 

Aidan Tokarski   Sara Walker 

 

June Worship 

June 4, we will celebrate Pentecost 

June 11, we will give Bibles to our 3rd graders, have a baptism and hear a sermon on Ruth. 

June 18 will be our last Sunday School until September 10, we have another baptism, and the 

sermon will be on the healing of royal official’s son. 

June 25, we move to our summer worship schedule of worship at 9AM and the sermon will be on 

the power of women. 



The Searches Are On   

As the Senior Minister Search Committee gathers information for the Pilgrim Church profile a second search is 

getting underway. This month we will also start the search for an Interim Organist/Choir Director. 

As you know our Organist, Katie Houts, will be moving to Salt Lake City with her family this summer. She will 

continue to play in our services through July 30, when we will bid her farewell...and offer our best wishes to her 

and her family in their new home. 

The Music Search Committee's goal is to find an interim Organist/Director to begin in August or September. 

 

 

 

From the Deacon's bench...  
A goal for Deacons this past year was to expand Pilgrim's Adult Christian Education program. Laura Dunn 

finished her 4-part "Listening for God" series on faith and fiction in November. Jeff Jones led a discussion of 

Richard Rohr's book "Falling Upward" in February. And finally, Skip Schippers introduced a group to the many 

world religions in America during the month of May. Be on the lookout for more new and stimulating programs 

in the fall and throughout the coming year. 

Fair Trade News               
It’s time for our Annual Summer Hiatus Sale! Fair Trade will be taking a hiatus starting July until our return 

in October. There will be 2 opportunities in June to stock up on your favorite fair trade products before we 

break for the summer.  All Coffees will be reduced to $5 along with all Chocolate Bars which will be $2. Some 

additional items with freshness dates over the summer will also be reduced. We still have a good selection of 

delicious chocolates, coffees, teas, cocoa mix, baking cocoa, almonds, and olive oil from Palestine. (Although 

there is only 1 bottle of EVOO left! First come gets the EVOO!) Don’t miss out on the great savings. Help us 

out so we do not have to store items over the summer. See you at the Fair Table table on June 4th and June 

11th in the Vestry after church.   
 

Judy, Jeff, & the Fair Trade Ministry Team 

 

 



    Youth Mission Trip Dinner  
    (for participants and chaperones)  

           Duxbury Beach 
    Sunday, June 11th 6:00-7:00pm 

    Mark your calendars!   

 

 

 

 

 

The Senior Minister Search Committee Dinner 

Thursday, June 29th 

6:00 – 8:30pm 

Please join us ~ let’s shape the future together! 
 

The Senior Minister Search Committee is ready for the next phase of the process and 
we need your help.  You are invited to attend a congregational dinner in the Vestry, 
Thursday, June 29th 6:00-8:30pm to share thoughts and ideas on key questions.    
(Child care will be provided)  
 

 



       

Dear families -  

Church school will continue through June 18, but that doesn't mean learning about God's 

love for us takes a break for the summer! 

Vacation Bible School continues the fun, exploring CREATED BY GOD -  BUILT FOR A 

PURPOSE!! 

Each day will be filled with Bible-learning experiences where kids see, hear, touch and 

event taste God's FUN!   

And most importantly, we'll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday 

life - something we call God Sightings! 

It will run from July 24-28 from 9:00 to noon, with our friends from  

St. John's! 

Register now!  Forms are in the church office, or you can contact  

Angelique Kania for more information at angelique.kania@gmail.com. 

If you have kids you can DOUBLE your fun - volunteer to teach!   

The curriculum is clearly spelled out and FUN! 

If you don't have kids to send, but would like to join in on the fun, volunteer to teach! 

We'd LOVE to have to have you with us!   

(contact Angelique and she'll fill you in) 

Can't wait to see you and your children at VBS! 

To register:  Complete the registration form and make checks payable to 

Pilgrim Church; $60 per child with a cap of $120 per family. 

(The first 40 people to turn in registration forms AND their checks receive a spot.) 

mailto:angelique.kania@gmail.com


 



 
Pilgrim Church Summer Worship Schedule 

begins June 25th thru September 3rd  

9:00am Worship 

 

Summer Church Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  

9:00am – 1:00pm  

 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Let’s keep the Lemonade on the Lawn tradition!  We are looking for volunteers 

to provide refreshments after church on Sundays during the summer. Drink mix, 

cups, napkins, and tables are provided.  The volunteer only needs to provide 

the treats ~ cookies, cupcakes, coffee cake, donuts, whatever treat you 

decide!  Please sign up in the Narthex or Vestry; or contact Gwynne Zisko at 

gwynnzie@msn.com or 781-223-1899   Thank you! 

mailto:gwynnzie@msn.com


  Youth Mission Trip ~ NOLA 2017 

 It’s almost here…. 

     Prayers for safe  

    travels, meaningful   

    service experience, 

    & lasting memories!  
  
    June 27 – July 3, 2017 

Look forward to a special worship service on July 9th with presentation 

from the trip attendees.   

Letters to our NOLA Mission Trip Travelers 
 

We love to get letters while on the Youth Mission trip. 
There is a mailbox in the narthex of the church and in 
Emily's office. We depart June 27th! Please feel free to 
drop off your letters any time between now and then.  
 
 

1. Brad Backlund      
2. Julia Bettencourt    18. Max Kalil 
3. Ava Borg    19. Lexi Kislauskis 
4. Elise Brayer    20. Abby Krahmer 
5. Melanie Cheal   21. Matt Leonard 
6. Evan Cooney   22. Ryan Leonard     
7. Jake Fiedler     23. Caroline Murphy 
8. Annie Gardner    24. Christie Murphy 
9. Peter Gardner   25. Kate Packard 
10. Luke Garrity     26. Thomas Roberts 
11. Cam Haight     27. Toby Schaeffer 
12. Jacob Harrison    28. Morgan Slayter 
13. Alex Heppenstall   29. Sophia Tufankjian 
14. Sam Heppenstall   30. Aidan Tokarski 
15. Suzannah Hoguet   31. Sara Walker 
16. Guy Holbrook    32. Trent Walker 
17. Lucy Juliano     33. Max Webber 

 
Chaperones:  Dawn Backlund, Judy Gibbs, Susan Walker, Emily Kellar, Sam Kalil, Fred Boericke 

            Rob Harrison, David Slayter  



       

       June 
  4 Carol Lindaberry 

12 Michael Barry 

13 Molly Schaeffer, Beth MacLeod Largent 

21 Jack Edwards, Lynne Devnew 

Wishing a Happy Birthday to all our June friends.  Surely there are more!  Please email 

Melissa office@pilgrimchurchofduxbury.org or call 

781-934-6591 ext. 101, give us the date of your birthday ~ we want to include as many 

people as possible each month.   

 

 

Wishing all our Fathers a very 

Happy Father’s Day!        
   June 18, 2017 
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree Work 

The owners of the Winsor House informed us that the trees along their property line 

next to our parking lot will be removed in the near future, due to septic issues.   
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PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.  

Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.  
 

Prayers of Healing 

Annie Will Dan Jeannine Ferro 

Polly TJ Nancy Priscilla Wonkka 

Nancy Bob Merry Bob W Carolyn Houghton 

 John                              Joan                    Jason                           Walter Baker 

 Neil Fields                   Laurie W.                      Steve                            Camille 

 Susan Purcell               David                            Jill                                Emmaline                 

                                                              Prayer 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill.  Bless all means 

used for their recovery.  Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength, 

we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country 

David Whitney                                 Jackson Sinnott                          Christian Clapp 

We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who 

serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers and missionaries. We pray 

for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters 

in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and 

for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all.                                                  

  The Healing Prayer Ministry welcomes your prayer requests.  Prayer request cards are available in the pews 

and in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.    
                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 2017 
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

28 

• Worship 

10:00am 

 

 

29 

• Memorial Day - 

office closed 

 

 

30 

• Baccalaureate 

Rehearsal 7:00pm 

Sanctuary 

• World Religions 

Group 7:00pm 

Parlor 

 

 

31 

• Women's 

AA 

7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

1 

• Baccalaureate 

7:00pm 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

• Fair Trade 

Sales 

Vestry 

11:00am 

• Worship 

Communion 

10:00am 

 

 

5 

• Search 

Committee 

7:00pm 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 

• Women's 

AA 

7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 

11 

• Fair Trade 

Sales Vestry 

11:00am  

• Youth 

Mission Trip 

Dinner 

6:00pm 

Beach  

• Worship 

10:00am  

• Baptism 

10:00am  

 

 

12 

• Search 

Committee 

7:00pm Library 

• Koinonia 2:00 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

• Women's 

AA 

7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

• PCCP 

Graduation 

2:00pm 

Sanctuary 

 

 

17 

 

 

18 

• Baptism 

10:00am  

• Worship 

10:00am  

• FATHER'S 

DAY 

 

 

19 

• Search 

Committee 

7:00pm Library 

• Sanctuary/Vestry 

Use 5:00pm 

 

 

20 

• Sanctuary/Vestry 

Use 5:00pm 

 

 

21 

• Women's 

AA 

7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 

• Healing 

Prayer Grp 

10am 

Youth 

Room  

 

 

24 

• Pilgrim's 

Pantry 12-

2pm 

 

 

25 

• Worship 

10:00am 

 

 

26 

• Search 

Committee 

7:00pm 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 

• Women's 

AA 

7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

29 

• Search 

Committee 

Dinner 6:00 

Vestry 

 

 

30 

 

 

1 
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