Pilgrim’s Progress
February 2017
Sunday January 29, after worship, the 2017 Annual Budget Meeting was held in the sanctuary. There is a
report about that meeting elsewhere in this newsletter and I encourage you to read it. At the meeting I gave a
report on the first five months of the interim period, what follows is a summary of that report.
Since August 29, when I began, a lot has happened at Pilgrim Church. My report highlighted ten of those
things.
1) The positions of Church Administrator and of Collector/Secretary were filled in August and the new
staff, Melissa MacDonald and Kathy Goldner, have updated systems, put new procedures in place and
worked to make the office a friendly place to visit.
2) The Stewardship Committee, all new to the task, took it on with grace and a very positive attitude,
which was reflected in the Stewardship Campaign kickoff event…a luncheon celebrating the joy of
supporting the church.
3) The Deacon’s Unity Dinner…all about reconnecting with members and friends!
4) The Chrismon Tree that Patsy Schippers and friends help us decorate for Advent!
5) Rev. Emily J. Kellar’s ordination…A joy for the church!
6) The Mission Committee’s survey asking for your ideas on how to allocate a significant portion of
mission funds.
7) Adult Education is being expanded by the Deacons who have made a commitment to offering quality
adult ed throughout the year.
8) The work of the Trustees this fall…painting the church…paving the parking lot…renting the
parsonage…etc.
9) The Church Council’s work to form the committee that will search for the next settled pastor of Pilgrim
Church…AND their leadership in reformatting the number and structure of the Council from 15
members to 6 + pastors.
10) My getting to know you and vice versa.
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Looking ahead the Search Committee will be presented and affirmed; we will engage in vision and mission
setting; we will examine the church’s history to learn from it; we will try new things; we will work to clean up
and improve our data base of members and friends; and more.
Lastly, here is an overview of what Search Committees do. Once formed, they will write the church’s 24page profile. It will contain demographics about the church, Duxbury and the surrounding area; a listing of what
you want in your next minister; what the church has learned from recent conflict; the hopes and dreams of the
church; and a whole lot more. Completion of the profile usually takes 4-6 months. Once approved by the
congregation and the Area Conference Minister the job will be listed on the UCC website. Then the Search
Committee will start receiving ministerial profiles which are also 20+ pages long. They will have to read each
one…decide who to interview etc. This is not a quick process but with the help of God and the Holy Spirit the
committee will be led to the best candidate to become your next settled minister.
There is much to do and I look forward to doing it with you. If you have questions, ideas or concerns please
come by and let me know. Until then, see you in church!
Rev. Peggy

Our Deacons hosted a fabulous Souper Sunday on January 29th
in the Vestry following the Budget meeting. Our very own Don
DeHart prepared a top-secret recipe of vegetable beef soup;
which was accompanied by Caesar salad and bread. It was
DELICIOUS!! Thank you for bringing us together to share a
wonderful meal and fellowship!

Koinonia will meet on Monday, February 13th at 2:00pm. Sandy Bondlow
will be the hostess. Please call Sandy, if you need directions.

Meals for Missions
Our next Meals for Missions Dinner will be on Monday, February 6th at 6:00pm in the Vestry,
hosted by the Outreach Board.
We are planning a delicious meal of spaghetti, meatballs, bread, salad, drinks, and dessert.
Following dinner there will be a brief presentation by South Shore Women's Resource Center.
Free will donations will be used to support their program. We look forward to seeing you then.
The Outreach Board

Associate Minister Update
It is February and I am busy thinking about the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on February 28th
and how much fun it will be to spend an evening watching the youth making pancakes and raising money for
their summer mission trip to New Orleans. I have also been working on the Youth Mission Trip plans. The trip
takes place from June 27th through July 3rd. We will go once again to Camp Restore in New Orleans and work
on rehabbing houses and volunteering at youth centers in the afternoon. This year we also hope to help at a
rescue farm for animals for the first time. It takes a lot of hard work for the youth to raise the money to go and
they will be having bake sales and washing cars when the warmer weather arrives! I hope to see all of you
attend the pancake dinner on Tuesday, February 28th at 6 p.m. Remember you are welcome to bring friends
and neighbors that evening!
The youth group schedule for the spring is below. We continue to have fun events for our youth here at
Pilgrim Church. On February 5th, I will be out of town for the weekend, but I hope all of you spend quality time
cheering on your favorite team for the Super Bowl. I think many of you know that my heart lies with my home
town team but I wish everyone the best.
On a completely different note in regards to pastoral visitation, if you are ill or having surgery and
want a visit please let me know. Hospitals may have you fill out your church affiliation on your admission
forms but they do not call us and let us know you are there due to HIPPA laws. We would love to come visit
and bring you communion if you so desire. I am also more than happy to come visit you in your home, please
don’t hesitate to call me at
781-934-6591 ext. 103.
Peace, Rev. Emily J. Kellar

A Note from our Church School Superintendent
The New Year has started with a rousing study of the Ten
Commandments and the importance of these rules that God gave
us to live by.
As Lent begins, our next rotation will be studying stories that
Jesus told and how we can still learn from them today.
Starting March 12, we are very excited to start a "First Formal
Communion" rotation. We will explore and learn about Baptism
its connection to Communion, culminating in children receiving
their first "Formal Communion" on April 2. All children are
welcome and encouraged to participate in as much of these lessons
possible.
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We are grateful to those who have volunteered to teach Church School, and welcome
anyone else who is interested to contact Angelique, or sign up on the Sign-up Genius
link
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054daeab2aa20-church
I am grateful for your incredible children and your support!
Angelique

Youth Group Spring Schedule 2017
February 5: Emily will be out of town and its Super Bowl Sunday!
Hang out with family and friends and cheer on your team!
March 5: Three 45 3-4 p.m./Middle school Youth Group 4-5 p.m./
High School Youth Group 6-7 p.m.
April 2: Three 45 3-4 p.m./Middle school Youth Group 4-5 p.m./
High School Youth Group 6-7 p.m.
May 7: Three 45 3-4 p.m./Middle school Yth Group 4-5 p.m. /
High School Youth Group 6-7 p.m.

UPDATES! PLEASE READ!
Youth Mission Trip NOLA 2017
June 27-July 3, 2017
Fundraisers:

February 28th…Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 6:00pm
to benefit Youth Mission Trip 2017! Come and bring your family and friends and
neighbors and eat pancakes! Donations of one’s choice!

Mother’s Day Bake Sale on Sunday, May 14th ~ Our bake sales are
legendary and this one will not disappoint!

Look out…. we will have our annual carwash on May 27th!
Come get your car clean after the winter season has passed!
All proceeds to the Youth Mission Trip NOLA 2017!

Fair Trade News
Ah, it’s February, the month of Love! Our thoughts turn to expressions of love with gifts of roses and
chocolates. While the Fair Trade Sales this month are after Valentine’s Day, we can still celebrate
with chocolate all year ‘round. This month we feature all our chocolate products. We carry 6 different
types of Candy Bars along with a delicious Hot Cocoa Mix and a high-quality Baking Chocolate.
Equal Exchange chocolates are made with organic chocolate and sugar from farmer co-ops in
Central and South America. Did you know that chocolate comes from the beans in a large pod that
develops from cocao (pronounced co-cow) flowers on the trunk of the tree? Any guesses how large
these pods are? Visit the Fair Trade table in the Vestry after church on February 19 and see what a
cocao pod looks like. You might be surprised!
While we feature chocolate this month, we will also have all your favorite coffees, teas, and snack
foods along with wonderfully light and tasty Olive Oil from Palestine.
See you around the Fair Trade Table!
Judy and Jeff and the Fair Trade Ministry Team

Visitation Team Update
There will be a meeting of the Visitation Team on February 27th
at 1:00 in the church library. Peggy and Emily will be attending to
discuss the book Don't Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart with us. We
hope you can make it. If you have not received your copy of the
book, let Lindy Keay know and we
will be sure you get one.
If anyone is interested in the activities of the Visitation Team and would like to attend a meeting,
please feel free to join us. Also, the Visitation Team is always interested in receiving names of people
who might like contact or a visit from one of our members. It is our mission to maintain relationships
with members of our church family who cannot always attend church regularly or who would like a
personal connection with a Pilgrim Church friend. If you know someone who would enjoy a visit or if
you would like us to connect with you, please let us know. You can call the church office (781-9346591) or email Lindy Keay (rlkeay@outlook.com) or call (781-679-0665). We look forward to hearing
from you!

Pilgrim Church ~ Annual Budget Meeting ~ January 29th
The Pilgrim Church Annual Budget Meeting was held on Sunday, January 29, 2017. Please see the agenda and
summary reports below. Detailed spreadsheets are available in the office.
Agenda:
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

Welcome
Opening Prayer
Presentation of the 2017 Budget
Vote on the 2017 Budget
Presentation of Church Council Reorganization
Report by the Interim Minister
Closing Prayer

Treasurer: Jim Garrett
Moderator: Bruce Hadley
Rev. Peggy O’Connor

Presentation of the 2017 Budget (Jim Garrett):
The 2017 budget was reviewed by the Pilgrim Church membership on Sunday, January 29, 2017 and approved
by unanimous vote.
The budget showed that, as in the past, the income through giving does not fully fund the activities of
the church. Members pledging continue to fall as does the total amount pledged. After all committee request for
funds and outreach donations are integrated into the budget, the church’s short fall for 2017 is forecasted to be
$195,000. However, PCCP’s continued success as a preschool will offset this deficit so that the total operation
of the church will be on a “break even” basis in 2017. Hope was expressed that in coming years we can turn this
around so that pledges constitute a larger portion of our income.
The church’s financial position as of December 31, 2016, reflects a sound cash position, over
$1,000,000 of Endowment, $83,000 (soon to be $100,000) in the Mission Fund, and few liabilities. The
extensive repair and maintenance done on the church in 2016 depleted the capital fund which will be
replenished from 2016 surplus for future building needs.

Presentation of Church Council Reorganization Summary (Bruce Hadley):
At the last two Annual Meetings in May, we have passed resolutions to allow us to experiment with the
membership and structure of the council. The first year we changed the Council to be 9 at-large members, with
3 people rolling off each year. Last year, we added the chairs of Trustees and Deacons to the council, as well as
the clerk as they are all Officers of the church. This resulted in up to 15 people attending our meetings (adding 2
Pastors and Treasurer).
The added voices enable the Council to act as a representative body and may have increased the
communication and dissemination of information from the Council to members. However, the larger
membership has decreased the efficiency of our meetings. As Moderator, I often had to cut off discussion in
order to get past the first item on the Agenda. Plus, we are using up too many people just on Council, while
other groups are short-handed.
So, for the next few months, we are trying a new structure. The Council will consist of 3 At-large members,
and the church officers: Chairs of Deacons and Trustees plus the Clerk. Our Pastors will attend as ex-officio
members. The term of the at-large members will be 3 years with one going off each year, giving a three-year
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memory to the Council. At the Annual Meeting in May, we will be asking to continue to "set aside" the bylaw
section pertaining to Council membership. Perhaps in 2018, we will be discussing making the change to the bylaws.
The changes being made will also affect the roles of the Council and Moderator. The Moderator will no
longer be Chair of Council. The Moderator will run Congregational meetings, and will literally, moderate, being
the Relationship Manager between Council, Congregation, Boards, Council, and Church Staff.
The Council will still be the executive body of the Church. Its role will be to keep the church moving
towards mutually set goals. It will organize, monitor, report, and delegate. The execution of initiatives and
programs will be delegated to Boards, Committees, Groups, and Ministry Teams. From time to time the Council
will form a Task Force from the congregation to explore new ideas and initiatives. This is not a big difference,
but it is a change.
The people leaving the council at this time are: Lynne DeHart, Bob Mustard, Nancy Von Stackelberg, Sandy
Von Stackleberg, and Kate Sturgis. The new Council members are: Patti MacLellan, Deacon Chair; Tom
Brayer, Trustee Chair; Lynne Wolfe, Clerk; and the 3 at-large members: Joan Barrington, Heather Edwards and
Drew Thawley. One of the three will roll off in May and be replaced by a member of the congregation elected at
the May Annual Meeting.

May you each be gifted with God’s blessings on your special day and always!
January

February

5 Terri Clark
8 Diana Cybulska
8 Hannah Morton, Brody Zisko, & Brad Sampson
10 Lynn Walker
12 Dawn Backlund
15 Tucker Sampson
17 John MacLaren
18 Bob Warrington
29 Kelsey DeWolf

2
11
17
27

Doug Wiley
Neil Fields & Dick Wonkka
Don DeHart
Chasey Sampson

Community News
Pembroke Council on Aging – Memory Café
The Memory Café is a casual gathering place for those with memory changes, and their caregivers, to meet
others facing similar challenges. Participants enjoy conversation, refreshments, music, and activities. It meets
the third Wednesday of the month 1:00-3:00pm at the Pembroke Council on Aging, 144 Center Street,
Pembroke, MA 781-294-8220.
Cranberry Hospice & Palliative Care
Cranberry Hospice in Plymouth needs volunteers to provide comfort and support to their patients and their
families. There will be a nine-session volunteer training in March. If you are interested, please call Karen
Foster, Volunteer Coordinator at 508-210-5956.
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31

• Souper
Sunday Lunch
Vestry
• Worship
10:00am
• Annual Budget
Mtg. following
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5

6

7

• Worship
• Meals for
• Christian Ed
Missions
10am Mtg 7:00pm
6:00pm Vestry
Communion Deacons 7pm,
•
Library

• Music Board
Mtg 7:00
Parlor

12

13

• Worship
10:00am

• Outreach
Mtg 6:30pm
Library

19

20
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Wednesday Thursday
1
2

3

4

10

11

17

18

• Adult Choir
7:00pm

8

9

• Ringers

• PCCP Board

6:30pm
• Falling
Upward Grp
7:00 Library
• AA Mtg
7:00pm Vestry

Meeting, 7pm,
Library
• Adult Choir
7:00pm

15

16

• Ringers

• Adult Choir
7:00pm

22

23

24

25

• Adult Choir
7:00pm

• Healing Prayer
Grp 10:00
Youth
• Pine Street Inn
3:30PM

• Pilgrim
Pantry
noon-2pm

2

3

4

• Fair Trade
Sales
11:00am
• Worship
10:00am

• Presidents'
Day
observed office
closed

26

27

28

• Worship
10:00am

• Visitation

• Bookworms • Bridge
1:30 Library 12:30pm
• Ringers

Team Mtg
1:00 Library
• 7pm Council
Meeting

Saturday

• Bridge
12:30pm
• Ringers
6:30pm
• Falling
Upward Grp
7:00 Library
• AA Mtg
7:00pm Vestry

6:30pm
• Falling
Upward Grp
7:00 Library
• AA Mtg
7:00pm Vestry

21

Friday

• Ringers
6:30pm
• Falling
Upward Grp
7:00 Library
• AA Mtg
7:00pm Vestry

1

6:30pm

• AA Mtg
7:00pm Vestry

• Adult Choir
7:00pm

• Duxbury
Interfaith
Council Mtg

