
 

Pilgrim’s Progress 
April 2017 

Thoughts about Holy Week and Easter: 

   The secular world appears to want nothing to do with religion and yet weeks, if not months, before Easter and 

Christmas our secular world takes up Christian holidays in their decorations and the items they have for sale. If 

you have been in a drug store, grocery store, card store, or department store you will have seen peeps (of all 

colors), chocolate rabbits, Easter baskets, plastic eggs, egg dye and stuffed bunnies of all sizes. The card aisles 

are overflowing with Easter cards for all demographics…I even saw one in Polish and got it for a friend of 

Polish heritage! Easter, according to the retail world, arrived some time ago and it is all about selling 

stuff…most of which we do not need and none of which has anything to do with Easter! Our Easter is so 

different from all the things the secular world think represent Easter. In fact, as the story of Jesus driving the 

merchants out of the temple illustrates, those things are the antithesis of Easter.  

   Easter is all about the stark differences between our world and the Kingdom of God. It asks us to look at the 

violence of our world…violence that is fueled by hatred, jealously, greed, injustice, and thirst for power. Then it 

shows us the overwhelming love and compassion available to us in God’s kingdom.  And it demonstrates for us 

the unimaginable power of God…power to overcome death. But if we are not prepared for Easter it will arrive 

and we will miss its message. All we will see are the bunnies, the lilies, and the empty tomb. All we will hear 

are the Hosannas and the Alleluias. Wonderful to be sure but not the full treasure of Easter.  

   Easter will arrive on April 16th. We will gather on the beach at 6:15 and in church at 9 and 11. We will 

celebrate the news of the empty tomb. And if we have prepared for this news by going to the garden and 

watching the betrayal on Thursday night and the Good Friday Supper to hear about the crucifixion we will be 

ready. We will have prepared our hearts, minds and souls to absorb the glory of Easter and the astounding good 

news that the empty tomb proclaims. 

   I hope to see you at our Holy Week offerings…starting with Palm Sunday on April 9th.  

Blessings,  Rev. Peggy 



Special Congregational Meeting Update 

A Special Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, March 19th following our worship service, to elect the 

church’s Senior Minister Search Committee.  Bruce Hadley, our Pilgrim Church Moderator, shared an overview 

of the process that had been used to form the search committee.  The process had welcomed self-

nominations.  The names of potential committee members had been offered by the Board of Deacons, the Board 

of Trustees, and Church Council.  We asked a very long list of potential committee members “if you are asked, 

will you serve” and shared with them the extensive and extended effort serving on the search committee 

requires.  We were blessed to have far more people than we could put on the search committee say yes.   

Council created a grid noting many aspects of our congregation we wanted to ensure were represented such as 

age groups and gender. We included passions on our grid, such as passion for music, or youth programs, or 

mission programs.  This grid was very important in the final selection process. 

Following a review of the process, Bruce read the names of the people selected by the Church Council for the 

Search Committee and asked each person to stand.  Those selected are:  Jane Arkema; Mark Barrington;  

Sue Bradford; Rod Clark (not present); Heather Edwards; Judy Gibbs; Guy Holbrook; Tom Sinnott; and  

Lisa Williams.  The slate was approved unanimously. 

Following the election of the board members, Rev. Peggy O’Connor reviewed how the search process will 

work. We also discussed how the congregation can be involved and some of the communication mechanisms. 

We were all reminded that, while we will play an active role in the process, only those on the search committee 

will know the candidates, because the privacy of the candidates is extremely important.  

Our meeting also included an outpouring of love and respect for our current Associate Minister, Rev. Emily 

Kellar, and the desire of many that she be selected for the Senior Minister position foregoing the process.  We 

were reminded by Rev. Don Remick, Assoicate Conference Minister, that neither this approach, nor calling the 

Associate Minister for the Senior Minister position is recommended.   

We adjourned the special meeting and moved to a brief commissioning service for the new search committee.  

We headed off for coffee and fellowship.  The new Search Committee moved on to a brief meeting with  

Rev. Don Remick.   

Note prepared by Lynne Devnew, Pilgrim Church Clerk 

Please note, that it was also brought up in the meeting that having the Associate Minister be considered for the 

Senior Minister position is against our By-Laws, and UCC best practices strongly discourages it.  Please read 

Rev. Emily J. Kellar’s statement below. 

Dear Friends of Pilgrim Church, 
  When Rev. Todd Vetter announced his departure as the Senior Minister last spring, I began to pray about my 

own next steps. I began a discernment process of listening to where I was being guided. Over time, working 

with my spiritual director, and consulting with mentors it became clear that God was not calling me to the 

position of Senior Minister of Pilgrim Church.  I do not believe it would be in the best interest of Pilgrim 

Church for me to be a candidate, nor would it be good for my own journey. I will continue as your Associate 

Minister, seeking faithfully to fulfill this call as I listen to God's call and where the spirit may be leading me. 

Blessings be upon us all, as we move forward together as a church. 
Peace, Rev. Emily J. Kellar 



         2017 Lenten and Holy Week Worship             

o    Lenten Candlelight Taize Services - Thursday evenings 7 PM ~ March 9 - April 6 

o    Sunday, April 2 - Fifth Sunday of Lent at 10 AM 

o    Palm Sunday, April 9 - at 10 AM 

o    Maundy Thursday, April 13 - at 7 PM 

o    Good Friday Meal, April 14 - at 7PM 

o    Easter Sunday, April 16 - Sunrise Service 6:15 AM at Duxbury Beach; 

                                               9 AM and 11 AM services at Pilgrim Church 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SUPPER SERVICE 

A Good Friday Experience    ~ Friday, April 14 at 7PM 
 

We will gather in the sanctuary to hear the story of the Crucifixion. 

Then we will go to the home of Joseph of Arimathea (aka the vestry) where we will share a lite supper 

of soup and bread. 

After supper, we will hear from four members who will become four people from Jesus’ time. They will 

tell us how they met Jesus, what he meant in their lives, and how they feel about his death. 

Then we will share a simple table communion while singing a Taize song, Jesus Remember Me 

When You Come Into Your Kingdom. 

After Communion, we will sing Where You There. 

Joseph of Arimathea will send us off with a blessing. 

This simple evening will take us from the Garden and betrayal to the cross and death of Jesus and 

into the grief, anger, and confusion of that night.  

By participating in the Maundy Thursday service and the Good Friday Experience you will be 

prepared for the confusion and joy of Easter.  

I promise you, these two evenings will make this Easter a new and glorious experience…unlike any 

previous one. 

 



 

  Outreach Luncheon ~ Sunday, April 2nd  

The Outreach Board is hosting a luncheon after church 

this Sunday, April 2nd to expose the congregation to 
organizations being consider for the Mission Trust 

Fund. 
The meal will include chili (both meat and meatless), 

bread, salad, and drinks.   
After everyone has been served, we will listen to brief 

presentations by Joanne Moore from the Senior Center 

and Crossroads for Kids. 

                                       Please join us for this event!  
 
 

 

 

It’s that time again and we are delighted to let everyone know that we are planning a  

PROGRESSIVE DINNER for Saturday evening, April 29, 2017. If you’ve never been to a Pilgrim 

Church Progressive Dinner you don’t want to miss this wonderful opportunity to get together with 

friends and perhaps, even meet some new ones. 

The evening will begin with everyone at one home for a reception.  The host provides the setting and 

everyone who attends brings either an appetizer or beverage.  Then the fun begins, you won’t know 

where or who you will be dining with until the reception.  After you enjoy your dining experience, 

everyone will gather together again for dessert.  The Garrett’s and the Zabilski’s have generously 

offered their homes for the reception and dessert.  

If you are interested in being part of the Progressive Dinner the following is the link to signing up 

online http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4facab2ca7fe3-2017 and there will also be sign-up 

sheets posted in the Vestry. 

We hope everyone will want to participate! 

Kate Sturgis and Jan Zabilski 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4facab2ca7fe3-2017


Easter Lilies     

Share your Easter Joy and help decorate the sanctuary with Easter lilies for our Easter services on April 16th. 

Please check one:     In Memory of_____________     In Honor of________________ 

Name of Honoree: ______________________________________________________ 

Please check one; I Will…. Donate: _________    Pick Up: ___________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________________ 

Lilies should be picked up directly after the 11AM service at church April 16th.  Please send your donation 

(there is no specific amount – it is up to individual discretion) with this form to: 

Pilgrim Church, P.O. Box 186, Duxbury, MA 02331, drop off at the church office, or place in the Sunday 

offering plate. 

Coffee Hour         

 We need some help with hospitality/coffee hour after church. What is involved?  

Brew the coffee, and clean up afterward - all baked goods are donated.  It’s that 

simple.  Your help would be appreciated.   Please sign up on the chart in the 

vestry.  Thank you!    

Janet Ritch  

 

Koinonia                                                                         

Koionia will meet Monday, April 10th at 2:00pm.   
Lindy Keay will be our hostess.  Please call Lindy for 
directions or further information. 

 



Youth Mission Trip Opportunity 

New Orleans, Louisiana ‘17  

We have received a generous offer from 

an anonymous donor to match any 

donations for the Youth Mission Trip up  

to $10,000 if given by April 9th.  

So far, we have received $2900.00!   

Thank you so much to those who have already 

donated.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

our youth. 

If you would like to make a donation to the 
Youth Mission Trip please make the 

your check payable to Pilgrim Church  
"Youth Mission Trip Donation" on the memo line.  

 
Many thanks for supporting the youth of Pilgrim Church!  

Peace, Rev. Emily J. Kellar 
 

 
 

 YOUTH MISSION TRIP DINNER ~ (for the trip participants)    

If your child is going on the youth mission trip…. or if you are a trip chaperone, let’s gather 

together for a family meal!  

Sunday, April 9th 6:00-7:00 p.m.---Lisa Webber, Paula Borg, Jessica Hoguet and Sallyann Roberts 

are hosting! 

Sunday, May 7th 6:00-7:00 p.m. --- Anne Roberge, Kelly Leonard, Tara Kislauskis, Betsy Juliano, 

and Karyn Packard 

Sunday, June 11th 6:00-7:00 p.m.--- Nikki Harrison, Elaine Haight, and Heather Crowley  

 

 

 

 



From the Music Department                                   
Calling all Singers: Please join us after church on April 2 and April 9 to rehearse for the 

11:00 Easter Morning service.  All are welcome.  This is a great opportunity to "try out" the 

choir or to just lend your voice for this one special service. 
 

       Young Musicians Needed!  We are looking for solos, duets, 

instrumentalists, singers, etc. to help provide the music on Church School Sunday  

(April 30th).  If your child would like to perform during the service, please contact  

Sarah McQuarrie at smcquarrie@bridgew.edu.   
 

Adult Christian Education Program   

TITLE: WORLD RELIGIONS IN AMERICA: An Introduction 

PRESENTER: Louis “Skip” Schippers, MDiv., PhD 

Dr. Schippers is a retired professor of Psychology at Bridgewater State University; licensed psychologist; and 

Managing partner of Visiting Angels, an in-home care company for seniors.   

He will lead a discussion group/workshop in May utilizing the book “Understanding World Religions: in 15 

minutes a day” by Garry Morgan, professor of intercultural studies at Northwestern College. 

The group will meet on four Tuesday evenings in May beginning on May 9th at 7PM. 

REVIEW OF THE BOOK: “In today’s world, religions that might once have been considered regional, are 

crossing geographical, ethnic, and political borders. In the workplace, schools, and community at large, we 

encounter many different religions each day. Garry Morgan has written a book giving an overview of some of 

these prominent religions found in America today.” 

If you would like to join the group, contact Laura Dunn at laurawalkerdunn@gmail.com. 

mailto:smcquarrie@bridgew.edu
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Church School Superintendent News                        

In Church School news, our First Formal Communion Classes have been 

wonderful.   We are so grateful to Polly Hare for sharing her knowledge, 

wisdom, and love of the Church with our children of Pilgrim Church for two 

Sundays in March.  During our first class, she introduced the concept 

of Sacraments and taught about Baptism.  The children were encouraged 

to go home and find out about their own baptisms and bring back their 

"homework" with all the details.  All children were given a beautiful scallop 

shell as a symbol of Baptism.  The second class focused on Holy Communion.  The children's eyes 

all opened wide when Polly said that Jesus shared his last meal with friends on the night he was 

arrested.  "Arrested ??"  It raised many thought provoking questions!  Children were 

encouraged to attend the Maundy Thursday service when the whole story will be told.  The final 

Sunday in March involved making bread and grape juice, which the children will share with the 

congregation on their First Formal Communion, April 2!   

We will have our children process with palms on Palm Sunday as they sing a beautiful Hosannah 

song they have been practicing with Sarah McQuarrie for weeks. 

On Easter Sunday, all children are invited to join their families in church.  There will only be 

nursery care available that day. 

The following Sunday, we will begin planning for our Church School Sunday, which will be 

Sunday, April 30! 

It is going to be a full and beautiful April for the Children of Pilgrim Church!   

We are so blessed to have them in our midst! 

Peace, 

Angelique 

                                                                         Hospital and Home Visits   

Peggy and I are more than willing to make visits to individuals in 

their homes or at the hospital. 

Please call the office if you would like us to visit; we also 

understand and honor requests for those that do not wish to have 

visitors.  Please remember that confidentiality is paramount and we 

do not give out any information about our visits or about 

individuals.  Many thanks! 

Peace, 

Rev. Emily J. Kellar 

 



Sound System Update   +      

We continue to work on the sound system in our church.  We now have a beautiful 

desk that holds the equipment in the balcony, built by our very own, Greg Hunter.   

We currently have sound in the office reception area, and hope to have sound in the 

Vestry soon.  Recording the sermons and music is also in our future.  We need a 

“lightly used” laptop to control the recording and sound system.  If you have  

a laptop you are willing to donate to the church, please contact Greg Hunter  

781-820-7669.   

 

A Note from the Church Office 

Our WEB server did an upgrade, and in the process lost all the data from our calendar on our 

website.  We are in the process of recreating it, but if you see that your committee meeting is 

not listed, or the time or date is incorrect, please email the office so we can make the 

appropriate changes.  Thank you for your help.  office@pilgrimchurchofduxbury.org 

 

 

NAME TAGS   

 Lost or strayed name tag? Visitors in need of a name tag? Whatever your situation, a 

new run of name tags will be issued in the next two weeks for those looking for a 
replacement or first-time tags. Please contact 

Lindy Keay at rlkeay@outlook.com. 
 

This is a perfect time of year for everyone to make a habit of wearing your name tag 

each week. As attendance grows with the season, it’s an opportunity for us to welcome 
newcomers by name and to reconnect with friends who have been away for a while. 

Please let others know who you are by using your name tag regularly. It makes a 
difference in our opportunities for fellowship and in our ability to be the welcoming 

church we all believe that we are. 
 

mailto:office@pilgrimchurchofduxbury.org
mailto:rlkeay@outlook.com


NOLA ’17 Youth Mission Trip Fundraisers 

Mother’s Day Bake Sale  

Sunday, May 14th      

(after church in the vestry) 

 

 

 

 

Annual Memorial Day Car Wash   

Saturday, May 27th   

9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

 

      Fair Trade News   

Thank you, Pilgrim Church, for your support of Women Coffee Growers and Entrepreneurs at our March sale. 

We sold out of “Proud Mama” coffee! Woo Hoo! If you like this coffee and would purchase it again, let us 

know and we will order some more. 

 

Because Easter is on the third Sunday of April this year, we will move Fair Trade Sunday to April 9, the 

second Sunday of the month.  As we look forward to celebrating the Easter season and hopefully warmer days, 

don’t forget to stock up on Equal Exchange coffee and tea to accompany Easter dinner or to sip outside on that 

first warm day. 

 

Whether the weather is warm or cold a cup of hot or iced tea can always hit the spot. We have 8 varieties of tea 

from black to green to herbal and decaf. Equal Exchange teas come from small farmer co-operatives in Sri 

Lanka, India, and South Africa not large plantations where working and living conditions are many times less 

than desirable.  Not sure about what tea to choose? Ask us? We can help you decide.  

See you around the Fair Trade Table on April 9! 

 

Judy and Jeff and the Fair Trade Ministry Team 
 



           FLOWER DONATIONS  

 

The Flower Committee would like to remind the congregation that everyone is welcome 
to reserve a Sunday to donate flowers. There is a dedication each week in the bulletin 

based on the request of the donors. This is a simple procedure and can be used in 
celebration of a special occasion or in honor / memory of a loved one.  The Flower 

Committee will make all the arrangements once we have been notified and confirm the 
availability of the date. You will be contacted as your Sunday approaches to confirm the 

wording in the bulletin and to find out if you want to keep the flowers after church or 
have them delivered to someone from the congregation.  A suggested donation of $35-

$40 allows us to create an arrangement for the communion table. If you choose to give 

flowers on the first Sunday of the month, it will not go on the altar because of 
communion, but can be placed on a side table or in the narthex. 
 

This is a meaningful experience for many. Please let us know if you would like to 
participate at some time during the year. A schedule of current donations is listed on the 

flower calendar in the vestry.  Please contact Barbara Kelley 781-934-2620, 
if you have any questions.   

 
            

Duxbury Interfaith Council Scholarship    

 

The Duxbury Interfaith Council invites high school graduates of the   

  Class of 2017, who are residents of Duxbury, to apply for two $500   

   college scholarships. The awards will be presented at the    

   Baccalaureate Service on Thursday, June 1, 2017.  

Visit duxburyinterfaithcouncil.org to download the application 

which consists of two forms: Scholarship Application and 

Scholarship Service Record. Applications may be mailed to: 

Duxbury Interfaith Council Attn: Scholarship Application, P.O. 

Box 1161, Duxbury, MA 02333 and postmarked no later than 

May 1, 2017 or submitted as a PDF attachment to              

duxinterfaithscholarship@gmail.com  

with the subject line, Scholarship Application. 

 



 April Pilgrim Church Birthdays 
8 Roger White 

12 Jonathan Washburn      

13 Elaine Guilfoyle, Sarah McQuarrie 

15 Rose Brewer 

20 John Brewer 

23 Jill Bostder 

26 Sue Mangione 

27 Gwynne Zisko 

28 Alex Kania, Anne White & Jamie Draper 

 

 

Couples Bridge  
Grab a partner and come for an evening of relaxed fun bridge.   

The second Thursday of the Month ~ first evening:   

April 13th 6:00-9:00pm at  
237 King Caesar Rd., Duxbury  

(transportation available if needed).   
Call to reserve your spot!  Becky Garrett 781-934-2665 or  

Nancy VonStackelberg 978-239-6363.  Bridge game a little rusty?   

Come along, we're an encouraging and relaxed fun bridge group! 

 



 

People listed below need our continual prayers for God’s blessing and are not restricted to church members.  

Names are usually listed for two weeks unless we are notified otherwise.  

Prayers of Healing 
      

Annie Priscilla Wonkka Dan Joan  

Polly TJ Nancy Will 

Nancy Bob Merry Bob W Don Warkentien 

 Barbara Schultz            Jeannine Ferro             David Ryder                 Jason 

 Neil Fields                    Laurie W.                     Steve                            Camille 

 Brody                           David                            Jill                                Carolyn Houghton  

 John     Bruce Tenney 

                                                                       Prayer 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, look with your gracious favor upon all who are ill.  Bless all means 

used for their recovery.  Stretch forth your hand, according to your will, and restore them to health and strength, 

we pray, that they may live to praise you for your goodness and grace, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Support and Safety for those serving our country 

David Whitney                                 Jackson Sinnott                          Christian Clapp 

We pray for Christ's peace to rest upon communities in our country and throughout the world, for all those who 

serve the cause of peace, for members of our armed services, aid workers, volunteers, and missionaries. We pray 

for Christ's mercy to rest upon refugee communities around the world and for our homeless brothers and sisters 

in America. We pray for all those persecuted for their faith, for our fellow Christians throughout the world, and 

for members of other faith traditions as well. May the grace of God rest upon them all. 
                                                       

  The Healing Prayer Ministry welcomes your prayer requests.  Prayer request cards are available in the pews 

and in the narthex and may be placed in the wooden prayer box or the Sunday offering when complete.    
 

 

 

 



                                                   April 2017    

 

Sunday 
 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

26 

 

 

27 

• Council 

Meeting 7pm 

Library 

 

 

28 

• Bookworms 

1:30pm 

Library 

 

 

29 

• Trustee Mtg  

• Pilgrim 

Ringers 

6:30pm 

• Women's AA 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

30 

• Adult Choir 

7:30pm 

• Taize 

7:00pm 

 

 

31 

 

 

1 

• Duxbury 

Interfaith 

Council 

Vestry 

 

 

2 

• Friends in 

Song 

Concert 4pm 

• Worship 

Communion 

10:00am 

• Outreach 

Luncheon 

 

 

3 

• Music Board 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Parlor  

• Search 

Committee 

7:00 Youth 

Room  

• Deacons Mtg 

7:00pm 

Library 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

• Pilgrim 

Bridge 

12:30pm 

Vestry 

• Pilgrim 

Ringers 

6:30pm 

• Women's AA 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

6 

• Adult Choir 

7:30pm 

• Taize 

7:00pm 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

• Fair Trade 

Sales 

11:00am 

• Worship 

10:00am 

• PALM 

SUNDAY  

• GS 4:00pm 

Rainbow 

Room  

• KIds Mission 

Trip Dinner 

6:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

10 

• Koinonia 

2:00pm 

• Outreach 

Mtg 6:30pm 

Library 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

• Pilgrim 

Ringers 

6:30pm 

• Women's AA 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

13 

• NO CHOIR 

• Maundy 

Thursday 

Worship 

7:00pm 

• PCCP Board 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Library 

 

 

14 

• Good Friday 

Meal 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 17 18 

 

 

19 20 21 

 

 

22 
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• EASTER 

• Worship 

9:00am & 

11:00am 

• Sunrise 

Service 

6:15am 

Duxbury 

Beach 

 

 

• Search 

Committee 

7:00pm 

Library 

 

 

• Pilgrim 

Ringers 

6:30pm 

• Women's AA 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

• NO CHOIR 

 

 

23 

• Worship 

10:00am 

 

 

24 

• Search 

Committee 

7:00pm 

Library 

• Council 

Meeting 7pm 

Library 

 

 

25 

• Bookworms 

1:30pm 

Library 

 

 

26 

• Pilgrim 

Ringers 

6:30pm 

• Women's AA 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

27 

• Adult Choir 

7:00pm 

 

 

28 

• Healing 

Prayer Grp 

10am Youth 

Room  

• Volunteer at 

Pine Street 

Inn 3:30pm 

 

 

29 

• Progressive 

Dinner 

6:00pm 

• Pilgrim's 

Pantry 12-

2pm 

 

 

30 

• Church 

School 

Sunday 

• Worship 

10:00am 

 

 

1 

• Music Board 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Parlor  

• Deacons Mtg 

7:00pm 

Library 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

• Pilgrim 

Bridge 

12:30pm 

Vestry 

• Pilgrim 

Ringers 

6:30pm 

• Women's AA 

Mtg 7:00pm 

Vestry 

 

 

4 

• Adult Choir 

7:00pm 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 
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